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U.S. to commemorate 9/11 as its aftermath extends and evolves 


By JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri¬ 
cans are commemorat¬ 
ing 9/11 with mournful 
ceremonies, volunteering, 
appeals to “never forget” 
and rising attention to the 
terror attacks’ extended 
toll on responders. 

A crowd of victims’ rela¬ 
tives is expected at ground 
zero Wednesday, while 
President Donald Trump is 
scheduled to join an ob¬ 
servance at the Pentagon. 
Vice President Mike Pence 
is to speak at the third at¬ 
tack site, near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. Former Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush, the 
commander-in-chief at 
the time of the 2001 at¬ 
tacks, is due at an after¬ 
noon wreath-laying at the 
Pentagon. Eighteen years 
after the deadliest terror¬ 
ist attack on American 
soil, the nation is still grap¬ 
pling with the aftermath at 
ground zero, in Congress 
and beyond. The attacks’ 
aftermath is visible from air¬ 
port security checkpoints 
to Afghanistan. A rocket 
exploded at the U.S. em¬ 
bassy as the anniversary 
began in Afghanistan, 



In this May 15, 2015 file photo, visitors gather near the pools at the 9/11 Memorial in New York. Associated Press 


where a post-9/11 invasion 
has become America’s 
longest war. “People say, 
‘Why do you stand here, 
year after year?"’ Chun- 
dera Epps, a sister of Sept. 


11 victim Christopher Epps, 
said at last year’s ceremony 
at the World Trade Center. 
“Because soldiers are still 
dying for our freedom. First 
responders are still dying 


and being ill.” “We can’t 
forget. Life won’t let us for¬ 
get,” she added. The anni¬ 
versary ceremonies center 
on remembering the nearly 
3,000 people killed when 


hijacked planes rammed 
into the trade center, the 
Pentagon and a field near 
Shanksville on Sept. 11, 
2001. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Trump dismisses John Bolton, says they ‘disagreed strongly’ 


By ZEKE MILLER and DEB 
RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on 
Tuesday forced out John 
Bolton, his hawkish na¬ 
tional security adviser with 
whom he had significant 
disagreements on Iran, Af¬ 
ghanistan and a cascade 
of other global challenges. 
The two men offered 
opposing accounts on 
Bolton’s less than friendly 
departure, a leave-taking 
example of what had been 
a fractious relationship al¬ 
most from the start. 

Trump tweeted that he 
told Bolton Monday night 
his services were no lon¬ 
ger needed at the White 
House and Bolton submit¬ 
ted his resignation Tuesday 
morning. Bolton responded 
in a tweet of his own that 
he offered to resign Mon¬ 
day “and President Trump 
said, ‘Let’s talk about it to¬ 
morrow.’” 

Trump said that he had 
“disagreed strongly” with 
many of Bolton’s sugges¬ 
tions as national security 
adviser, “as did others in 
the administration." 


The departure comes at 
a trying moment for the 
Trump administration on 
the world stage, weeks 
ahead of the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly 
and as the president faces 
pressing decisions on a host 
of foreign policy issues. 

In recent months, tensions 
have risen between Bolton 
and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo over influence in 
the president's orbit and 
how to manage the presi¬ 
dent's desire to negotiate 
with some of the world’s 
most unsavory actors. 

Since joining the admin¬ 
istration in the spring of 
last year, Bolton has es¬ 
poused skepticism about 
the president’s whirlwind 
rapprochement with North 
Korea and has advocated 
against Trump’s decision 
last year to pull U.S. troops 
out of Syria. He master¬ 
minded a quiet campaign 
inside the administration 
and with allies abroad to 
persuade Trump to keep 
U.S. forces in Syria to coun¬ 
ter the remnants of the Is¬ 
lamic State and Iranian in¬ 
fluence in fhe region. 

Bolfon was also opposed to 
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In this Feb. 7, 2019 file photo, from left. National Security Adviser John Bolton, accompanied by 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, and President Donald Trump, speaks before Trump signs a Na¬ 
tional Security Presidential Memorandum to launch the “Women's Global Development and Pros¬ 
perity” Initiative in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Trump's now-scrapped no¬ 
tion to bring Taliban nego¬ 
tiators to Camp David last 
weekend to try to finalize a 
peace deal in Afghanistan. 
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, who was travel¬ 
ing with Trump Monday, 
said reports of Bolton’s dis¬ 
sent on the Taliban meet¬ 
ing was a “bridge too far” 
for Trump. One Republican 
familiar wifh the disagree¬ 
ments between Trump and 
Bolton said the adviser's 
opposition to a possible 
meeting between Trump 
and Iranian President Has- 
san Rouhani was a pre¬ 
cipitating factor in the dis¬ 
missal. French President 
Emmanuel Macron has 
been trying to broker such 
a meeting, possibly on the 
sidelines of the upcoming 
U.N. General Assembly, in 
the hope of salvaging fhe 
infernational Iran nuclear 
deal thaf Trump withdrew 
from. Bolton and his Na¬ 
tional Security Council staff 
were also viewed warily by 
some in the White House 
who viewed them as more 
attuned to their own agen¬ 
das than the president's 
— and some administra¬ 
tion aides have accused 
Bolton's staff of being be¬ 
hind leaks of information 
embarrassing to Trump. 
Bolton's ouster came as 
a surprise to many in the 
White House. Just an hour 
before Trump's tweet, the 


press office announced 
that Bolton would join Pom¬ 
peo and Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Steven Mnuchin in a 
briefing. A White House of¬ 
ficial said that Bolton had 
departed the premises 
after Trump’s tweet and 
would no longer appear as 
scheduled. 

In a further sign of acrimo¬ 
nious relafionship, a person 
close fo Bolfon told report¬ 
ers that they had been au¬ 
thorized to say one thing — 
that since Bolton has been 
national security adviser 
there have been no “bad 
deals” on Iran, North Korea, 
Russia, and Syria. The per¬ 
son, who did not divulge 
who had given the autho¬ 
rization, was not allowed to 
discuss the issue by name 
and spoke only on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

When asked to respond 
to the person's comment. 
White House press secretary 
Grisham smiled and told re¬ 
porters: “I don't know how 
to read” it. “Sounds like just 
somebody trying to protect 
him,” she added. 

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., 
said the move was a cause 
for worry. 

“I’m legitimately shaken 
by the grave instability of 
American foreign policy 
today,” Murphy tweeted. 
“I’m no Bolton fan, but the 
world is coming apart, and 
the revolving door of U.S. 
leadership is disappearing 


America from fhe world 
jusf at the moment where 
a stable American hand is 
most needed.” 

White House spokesman 
Hogan Gidley said Charles 
Kupperman, the deputy 
national security adviser 
and a former Reagan ad¬ 
ministration official and de¬ 
fense contracting execu¬ 
tive, would fill Bolton’s role 
on an acting basis. Trump 
said he would name a re¬ 
placement for Bolton next 
week. Bolton was named 
Trump’s third national secu¬ 
rity adviser in March 2018 
after the departure of Army 
Gen. H.R. McMaster. 

He’s championed hawkish 
foreign policy views dat¬ 
ing back to the Reagan 
administration and be¬ 
came a household name 
over his vociferous support 
for the Iraq War as the U.S. 
ambassador to the U.N. un¬ 
der George W. Bush. Bolton 
briefly considered running 
for president in 2016, in part 
to make the case against 
the isolationism that Trump 
would come to embody. 
Still, Trump has admired 
Bolton for years, praising 
him on Twitter as far back 
as 2014. Trump has told al¬ 
lies he thinks Bolton is “a 
killer” on television, where 
Bolton is a frequent face on 
Fox News, though the presi¬ 
dent has voiced some un¬ 
happiness about Bolton's 
trademark mustache. □ 
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U.S. to commemorate 9/11 as its aftermath extends and evolves 



In this Sept. 9, 2015 file photo, visitors look at the waterfalls at the 
World Trade Center Memorial in New York. As they have done 
17 times before, a crowd of victims’ relatives is expected at the 
site on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019 to observe the anniversary 
the deadliest terror attack on American soil. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

All those victims’ names are 
read aloud at the ground 
zero ceremony, where mo¬ 
ments of silence and tolling 
bells mark the moments 
when the aircraft crashed 
and the trade center's twin 
towers fell. 

But there has been growing 
awareness in recent years 
of the suffering of another 
group of people tied to the 
tragedy: firefighters, police 
and others who died or 
fell ill after exposure to the 
wreckage and the toxins 
unleashed in it. 

While research continues 
into whether those illnesses 
are tied to 9/11 toxins, a 
victims compensation fund 
for people with potentially 
Sept. 11-related health 
problems has awarded 
more than $5.5 billion so 
far. Over 51,000 people 
have applied. 

After years of legislative 
gridlock, dwindling money 
in the fund and fervent ac¬ 


tivism by ailing first respond¬ 
ers and their advocates. 
Congress this summer 
made sure the fund won’t 
run dry . Trump, a Republi¬ 
can and a New Yorker who 
was in the city on 9/11, 
signed the measure in July. 
The sick gained new rec¬ 
ognition this year at the 
memorial plaza at ground 
zero, where the new 9/11 
Memorial Glade was dedi¬ 
cated this spring. 

The tribute features six large 
stacks of granite inlaid with 
salvaged trade center 
steel, with a dedication “to 
those whose actions in our 
time of need led to their in¬ 
jury, sickness, and death.” 
No one is named specifi¬ 
cally. 

Some 9/11 memorials else¬ 
where already included 
sickened rescue, recovery 
and cleanup workers, and 
there is a remembrance 
wall entirely focused on 
them in Nesconset, on 
Long Island. But those who 
fell ill or were injured, and 


their families, say having a 
tribute at ground zero car¬ 
ries special significance. 
Meanwhile, the Pentagon 
announced Monday that 
its 9/11 memorial will close 
next week for electrical 
and lighting work. The proj¬ 


ect, expected to take until 
late May, includes repairs 
to lighting glitches in the 
shallow reflecting pools un¬ 
der the memorial benches. 
Sept. 11 is known not only 
as a day for remembrance 
and patriotism, but also as 


a day of service. People 
around the country con¬ 
tinue to volunteer at food 
banks, schools, home- 
building projects, park 
cleanups and other chari¬ 
table endeavors on and 
near the anniversaryO 
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Gun legislation stalls as 
congressional leaders trade barbs 
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refuses to act. 

After a summer of dev¬ 
astating mass shootings. 
Congress appears no clos¬ 
er to approving legislation 
to curb gun violence as 
President Donald Trump 
wavers on what kind of bill 
he wants the lawmakers to 
send for his signature. 

“Lives are at stake,” Pe- 
losi told reporters, visibly 
shaken by questions ask¬ 
ing if the House could have 
done more. 

“Don’t ask me what we 
haven’t done. We have 
done it,” Pelosi said. “If you 
are annoyed with my impa¬ 
tience it’s because people 
are dying because Senator 
McConnell hasn’t acted. 
Why don’t you go ask him 
if he has any regrets for all 
the people who died be¬ 
cause he hasn't acted?" 
McConnell refuses to allow 
a vote on a House-passed 
bill to expand background 
checks for gun purchases 
because he says it's not 
clear the Senate would be 
able to pass the legislation 
or that Trump would sign it 
into law. 

For Democratic leaders, 
who held a press confer¬ 
ence Monday pushing ac¬ 
tion on guns, “It’s all about 
trying to scare people,” 
McConnell said. 

Louisiana Rep. Steve Scal- 
ise, the No. 2 House Repub¬ 
lican, took a similar hard 
line after a meeting of GOP 
leaders Tuesday at the 
White House. Trump wants 
to work with Congress “to 
solve problems," Scalise 
said, while Democrats ap¬ 
pear intent on being “more 
aggressive in taking away 
people’s guns." 

Scalise was unimpressed 
by polls showing more than 
90% support for stronger 
background checks, say¬ 
ing the House-passed bill 
“just makes it harder for law- 


abiding citizens to exercise 
their Second Amendment 
rights, and we're not going 
there." 

Still, the White House meet¬ 
ing reflected increased 
pressure for Congress to 
act following the spate of 
mass shootings that killed 
dozens of people. 

The White House’s legisla¬ 
tive director met privately 
with Republican senators 
Tuesday to discuss ideas 
the administration is consid¬ 
ering, including so-called 
red-flag legislation to allow 
officials to take away guns 
from people believed to 
be dangers to themselves 
or others and quicker im¬ 
position of the death pen¬ 
alty for mass shooters. 
McConnell said the sum¬ 
mer's mass shootings “de¬ 
serve a response." But he's 
waiting on the White House 
for next steps and only 
wants to consider legisla¬ 
tion Trump would sign into 
law. The White House had 
previously warned it would 
veto the Houseback- 
ground checks bill. 

White House spokesman 
Judd Deere said the meet¬ 
ing with GOP congressional 
leaders lasted well over an 
hour and covered a range 
of issues, not just guns. He 
declined to say whether or 
when Trump will release a 
plan. 

But some GOP senators say 
inaction is not an option 
and they are anxious for 
Trump to take the lead. 
Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., 
who has championed an¬ 
other bill that would ex¬ 
pand background checks, 
told reporters, “It’s time to 
act now.” 

Toomey has had several 
discussions with the presi¬ 
dent in recent weeks, but 
said he still is “not sure” if 
Trump is rethinking his past 
opposition to the billO 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., arrives for a 
news conference following a Senate policy luncheon on Capitol 
Hill, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By LISA MASCARO and 
MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said Tues¬ 
day that Democrats are 
engaging in “theatrics” 
over gun control legisla¬ 
tion, while House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi warned that 
“people are dying" be¬ 
cause the Senate leader 
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Judge reinstates nationwide halt on Trump asylum policy plan 



In this July 17, 2019, file photo, a United States Customs and Border Protection Officer checks the 
documents of migrants before being taken to apply for asylum in the United States, on International 
Bridge 1 in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 

Associated Press 


OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — A 

U.S. judge in California on 
Monday reinstated a na¬ 
tionwide halt on the Trump 
administration’s plan to 
prevent most migrants from 
seeking asylum at the U.S.- 
Mexico border. 

U.S. District Judge Jon Ti- 
gar ruled in Oakland that 
an injunction blocking the 
administration’s policy from 
taking effect should apply 
nationwide. 

Tigar blocked the policy 
in July after a lawsuit by 
groups that help asylum 
seekers. But the 9th U.S. Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Appeals lim¬ 
ited the impact of Tigar's 
injunction to states within 
the area overseen by the 
appeals court. 

That meant the policy 
was blocked in the border 
states of California and Ari¬ 
zona but not in New Mexi¬ 
co and Texas. 

In his ruling, Tigar stressed a 
“need to maintain uniform 
immigration policy" and 
found that nonprofit orga¬ 
nizations such as Al Otro 
Lado don't know where 
asylum seekers who enter 
the U.S. will end up living 
and making their case to 
remain in the country."The 
court recognized there is 
grave danger facing asy¬ 
lum-seekers along the en¬ 
tire stretch of the southern 
border,” Lee Gelernt, an 
attorney for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, said in 
a statement. 

Trump said he disagreed 
with the judge’s ruling. 

“I think it's very unfair that 
he does that,” Trump told 


reporters as he departed 
the White House for a trip 
to North Carolina. “I don’t 
think it should be allowed.” 
White House Press Secre¬ 
tary Stephanie Grisham 
said in a statement that a 
sole judge shouldn't have 
the ability to exert such a 
broad impact on immigra¬ 
tion policy, and noted the 
administration’s request to 
the Supreme Court to set 
aside the injunction is still 
pending. 

“This ruling is a gift to hu¬ 
man smugglers and traf¬ 
fickers and undermines the 
rule of law," she said. 

The courts have halted 
some of Trump’s key pol¬ 
icy shifts on immigration, 
including an earlier ver¬ 
sion of an asylum ban. The 
president has prevailed on 
several fronts after initial le¬ 
gal setbacks, for example, 
when the Supreme Court 
recently lifted a freeze on 
using Pentagon money to 
build border walls. 

The rules issued by the 
Trump administration in 
July apply to most migrants 
who pass through another 
country before reaching 
the United States. 

They target tens of thou¬ 
sands of Central Ameri¬ 
cans fleeing violence and 
poverty who cross Mexico 
each month to seek asylum 
and would affect asylum 
seekers from Africa, Asia 
and South America who ar¬ 
rive regularly at the south¬ 
ern border. 

The shift reversed decades 
of U.S. policy in what Trump 
administration officials said 


was an attempt to close 
the gap between an initial 
asylum screening that most 
people pass and a final de¬ 
cision on asylum that most 
people do not win. 

U.S. law allows refugees to 
request asylum when they 
get to the U.S. regardless 
of how they arrive or cross. 
The crucial exception is 
for those who have come 


through a country con¬ 
sidered to be “safe," but 
the law is vague on how 
a country is determined to 
be safe. It says pursuant to 
a bilateral or multilateral 
agreement. 

People are generally eli¬ 
gible for asylum in the U.S. 
if they fear return to their 
home country because 
they would be persecuted 


based on race, religion, na¬ 
tionality or membership in a 
particular social group. 

The Border Patrol appre¬ 
hended about 50,000 peo¬ 
ple at the southern border 
in August, a 30 percent 
drop in arrests from July 
amid summer heat and an 
aggressive crackdown on 
both sides of the border to 
deter migrantsO 
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In this July 14, 2019, file photo, the sun sets behind telescopes at 
the summit of Mauna Kea. 

Associated Press 


University: Losing 
Hawaii telescope 
risks billions in funds 


HONOLULU (AP) — Losing 
the Thirty Meter Telescope 
could mean losing billions 
of dollars in research fund¬ 
ing over the next few de¬ 
cades, a senior University 
of Hawaii official said. 
Vassilis Syrmos, fhe school's 
vice president for research 
and innovation, told the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
not building the advanced 
telescope on the summit 
of Mauna Kea on Hawaii’s 
Big Island could impair the 
school’s ability to attract 
research dollars. 

Some Native Hawaiians 
oppose building the ob¬ 
servatory on Mauna Kea 
because they believe its 
summit is sacred. Protest¬ 
ers have been blocking the 
road to the summit since 
mid-July to prevent con¬ 
struction from getting un¬ 
der way. The university was 
expecting to be in a good 
position to receive billions 
for TMT-related astronomy 
research and instrumenta¬ 
tion development from the 
National Science Founda¬ 
tion but the funding will go 
elsewhere if the telescope 
isn’t built in Hawaii, Syrmos 
said. The university’s Insti¬ 
tute for Astronomy is among 
the top three programs at 


the school in terms of the 
amount of research dol¬ 
lars generated. Overall, the 
university brought in $430 
million in research money 
this year, a 10% increase 
over the previous year. 
Syrmos said he's working to 
move that number closer 
to a half-billion in the next 
three to four years. 

“Right now our reputation 
is excellent,” Syrmos said. 
“We're going to be good 
enough in astronomy for 
years to come without the 
Thirty Meter Telescope. But 
we're not going to be a 
center of excellence like 
we are now. We need to 
push the needle for our sci¬ 
ence and research. And 
the TMT is the opportunity.” 
An international consortium 
of universities and national 
observatories is spearhead¬ 
ing the telescope project. It 
has spent the past decade 
winning the necessary per¬ 
mits from fhe sfate of Ha¬ 
waii fo build fhe $1.4 billion 
observatory. 

The University of Hawaii 
will receive at least 7.5% 
of the observation time on 
the telescope if it’s built 
on Mauna Kea, one of the 
world’s best spots for view¬ 
ing the skies.□ 
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Michael Flynn, President Donald Trump’s former national security adviser, leaves the federal 
court with his lawyer Sidney Powell, left, following a status conference with Judge Emmet 
Sullivan, in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Judge sets new sentencing 
date for Michael Flynn 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

lawyer for Michael Flynn 
accused federal pros¬ 
ecutors of misconduct 
on Tuesday as a judge 
scheduled a December 
sentencing hearing for 
President Donald Trump's 
former national security 
adviser. 

The arguments from Flynn 
attorney Sidney Powell 
were the latest in a series 
of aggressive attacks on 
the foundations of special 
counsel Robert Mueller's 
Russia investigation. They 
represented yet another 
step in Flynn’s evolution 
from a model coopera¬ 
tor — he was the first and 
only White House official 
to cut a deal with prose¬ 
cutors — to a defendant 
whose newly combative 
and unremorseful stance 
may cost him a chance 
at the probation sen¬ 
tence prosecutors had 
previously said he was 
entitled to. 

Even as U.S. District Judge 
Emmet Sullivan set a Dec. 
18 sentencing date, Pow¬ 
ell made clear that she 
considered the case far 
from resolved and ac¬ 
cused prosecutors of 
withholding information. 
Though she said she was 
not seeking to have Fly¬ 
nn’s guilty plea thrown 


out, she contended 
the “entire prosecution 
should be dismissed be¬ 
cause of egregious gov¬ 
ernment misconduct.” 
“There is far more at stake 
here than sentencing,” 
Powell said. She later ac¬ 
cused the government of 
“being foo busy working 
on whaf fhey wanted to 
accomplish in convicting 
Mr. Flynn" to seek truth or 
justice. 

Prosecutor Brandon Van 
Grack, a member of 
Mueller’s team, strongly 
denied the accusations 
and said the government 
had given Flynn’s team 
more than 22,000 pages 
of documents. 

He said the information 
Powell was seeking ei¬ 
ther had no bearing on 
the case, or was mate¬ 
rial that Flynn had been 
made aware of before 
pleading guilty to lying to 
the FBI about his interac¬ 
tions with the Russian am¬ 
bassador to the United 
States. 

Asked by Sullivan if the 
government stands by 
its recommendation that 
Flynn should be spared 
prison time for his coop¬ 
eration, 

Van Grack said the gov¬ 
ernment would file new 
documents on that ques¬ 
tion — suggesting pros¬ 
ecutors may reverse 


course and ask for him to 
spend at least some time 
behind bars. 

If the Dec. 18 sentencing 
date holds, it will be his 
second sentencing hear¬ 
ing on that exact date in 
as many years. 

Flynn was supposed to 
be sentenced last De¬ 
cember for lying to the 
FBI about his December 
2016 conversations with 
then-Russian Ambassador 
Sergey Kislyak. 

But that sentencing hear¬ 
ing was abruptly cut short 
after Flynn, facing a sharp 
rebuke from Sullivan that 
raised the prospect that 
he might be sent to prison, 
asked that he be allowed 
to continue cooperating 
with prosecutors in hopes 
of earning credit toward 
a lighter punishment. 

In court Tuesday, she un¬ 
loaded on Mueller’s in¬ 
vestigation. 

She accused Peter Strzok, 
one of the two FBI agents 
who interviewed Flynn 
at about his interactions 
with Kislyak, of being “im¬ 
paired” by bias. She said 
that among the informa¬ 
tion she had not received 
were copies of Sfrzok's 
derogatory text messag¬ 
es about Trump, commu¬ 
nications that led to his 
removal from Mueller's 
team and ultimately his 
firing from the FBI.Q 
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Prosecutor: Chinese woman lied to get into Mar-a-Lago 


By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — A Chinese business¬ 
woman knew an event 
she planned to attend at 
President Donald Trump's 
Mar-a-Lago club had 
been canceled, but she 
still wanted to get onto the 
property and lied to Secret 
Service agents repeatedly 
to make that happen, a 
federal prosecutor told 
jurors during closing argu¬ 
ments Tuesday. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ro¬ 
lando Garcia told the 
10-woman, two-man jury 
that Yujing Zhang was told 
by her trip’s organizer al¬ 
most two weeks before 
she left Shanghai in March 
that the planned Chinese- 
American friendship event 
had been canceled and 
she demanded her $20,000 
be refunded, showing she 
understood. Then when 
Zhang, 33, arrived at the 
club, she falsely told a Se¬ 
cret Service agent she was 
there to use the pool, lead¬ 
ing resort management to 
believe she was the daugh¬ 
ter of a member and admit 
her, Garcia said. 

He said prosecutors had 
proved that Zhang then 
lied to another agent, tell¬ 
ing him she was there for 
the friendship event she 
knew was not scheduled. 
“The United States scored 
a touchdown in this case,” 
Garcia said. 

Zhang, who represented 
herself, gave a brief closing 
argument, telling the jury 
she paid to visit Mar-a-Lago 
and “I did nothing wrong.” 
She faces a possible six- 
year prison sentence if con¬ 
victed of trespassing and 



In this April 15, 2019, file court sketch, Yujing Zhang, left, a Chinese woman charged with lying to 
illegally enter President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club, listens to a hearing before Magistrate 
Judge William Matthewman in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


lying to a federal agent. 
Jury deliberations will begin 
Wednesday morning. 
During testimony earlier 
Tuesday, FBI linguist Cath¬ 
erine Chang testified that 
text and voice messages 
found on Zhang’s phone 
showed she signed a con¬ 
tract for the trip with a Chi¬ 
nese company in February 
to attend a March 30 event 
at Mar-a-Lago and get a 
photo with the president 
or a Trump family member. 
Such events have been or¬ 
ganized by Chinese groups 
during the president's term 
and the photos are seen as 
a way to advance one’s 
career. 

By mid-March, Zhang re¬ 
ceived texts saying the 
event was canceled, but 
was told she could attend 


an event with Bill and Hillary 
Clinton or with investor War¬ 
ren Buffett, though a photo 
with him would cost an ad¬ 
ditional $40,000, Chang 
testified. Zhang declined 
and demanded her money 
back from “Charles,” the 
organizer whom she only 
knew through text commu¬ 
nications. Zhang's former 
public defenders believe 
the mystery man is Charles 
Lee, who ran the United 
Nations Chinese Friendship 
Association, which is not 
affiliated with the U.N. He 
was photographed at least 
twice with Cindy Yang, a 
Republican donor and for¬ 
mer Florida massage parlor 
owner who organized Mar- 
a-Lago events. 

Mar-a-Lago receptionist 
Ariela Grumaz testified that 


Associated Press 

Zhang stood out when she 
entered the club's ornate 
lobby because she vio¬ 
lated rules by taking pho¬ 
tos and video, gawked at 
the furnishings and wore 
a gray evening dress at 1 
p.m. She said she knows the 
members and most of their 
guests and they know not 
to take photos of the lobby 
and are used to its furnish¬ 
ings. Secret Service photos 
showed it's bedecked with 
chandeliers, busts and intri¬ 
cate tile walls. 

Grumaz said Zhang tried to 
walk past her desk without 
stopping, but she called 
her over before she could 
enter another room. She 
said Zhang told her she 
was there for the Chinese- 
American friendship event. 
Grumaz said because no 


such event was scheduled, 
she alerted Secret Service 
agent Sam Ivanovich. 

“She was acting weird and 
strange,” Grumaz said. “I 
did not know how she got 
into the premises.” She said 
Zhang went into the wom¬ 
en’s restroom at one point. 
At agents’ request, Grumaz 
went in and said she found 
Zhang texting while pac¬ 
ing. 

Ivanovich testified that 
Zhang was initially cooper¬ 
ative, turning over two Chi¬ 
nese passports and allow¬ 
ing him to search her purse. 
He said she also told him 
about the Chinese-Amer- 
ican friendship event and 
said she had come early to 
take photos and familiarize 
herself with the grounds. He 
said that when he told her 
no such event was sched¬ 
uled, she showed him an 
invitation in Mandarin. 

He said Zhang eventu¬ 
ally became aggressive as 
agents examined her cell¬ 
phone and she was taken 
to the Secret Service's West 
Palm Beach office. 
Ivanovich testified that 
Zhang was carrying four 
cellphones, a computer 
and other electronic gear, 
saying she feared it would 
be stolen if she left it in her 
hotel room. Ivanovich testi¬ 
fied that agents later found 
$8,000 and electronic gear 
in her room, all out in the 
open. 

Hua Chunying said her 
government demands that 
the U.S. handle Zhang’s 
case “in a fair and proper 
manner according to law, 
and effectively protect the 
safety and legitimate rights 
and interests of the Chinese 
citizen involved. ”□ 


























WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 



Canada election campaign begins Wednesday 



In this Dec. 5,2017, photo, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks to the media at a hotel 
in Beijing, China. 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Cana¬ 
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau will kick off the of¬ 
ficial start of his re-election 
campaign Wednesday in 
what is expected to be a 
tight race. 

The prime minister’s office 
said Tuesday that Trudeau 
will seek the dissolution of 
Parliament during a visit 
with the governor gen¬ 
eral Wednesday morning 
ahead of parliamentary 
elections to be held Oct. 
21 . 

Tall and trim, Trudeau 
channeled the star pow¬ 
er of his father when he 
won in 2015. But the son of 
late Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau could be in trou¬ 
ble. 

Polls say the opposition 
Conservative party with 
its untested leader, An¬ 
drew Scheer, is close to 
Trudeau’s Liberals. 

Not since 1935 has a gov¬ 
ernment that won a major¬ 
ity of seats in Parliament in 
its first term lost power in the 
next election in Canada. 


“Anyone following Ca¬ 
nadian politics right now 
understands it's not a la¬ 
yup for Trudeau," said Ian 
Bremmer, president of the 
Eurasia Group. 

Trudeau has been viewed 
as a beacon of hope by 
liberals in the Trump era. 


Canada has been a strong 
defender of human rights 
but has felt isolated with 
Trump in the White House, 
an emerging authoritarian 
China and emboldened 
China and Saudi Arabia. 
If Trudeau were to lose 
power it would be a signifi- 


Associated Press 

cant hit to internationalism, 
Bremmer said. 

“Here is a guy who is un- 
apologetically strongly pro¬ 
human rights internation¬ 


ally, strongly pro-refugee — 
more refugees in Canada 
now than the United States 
in the last year,” he said. 
“He’s strongly in favor of 
free trade so there are 
very few leaders, certainly 
in the advanced industrial 
democracies, that have 
that kind of unapologetic, 
pro-internationalist, pro¬ 
humanist set of values and 
governing record,” Brem¬ 
mer added. 

Trudeau finds himself vul¬ 
nerable following one of 
the biggest scandals in 
Canadian political history, 
which arose when his for¬ 
mer attorney general said 
he improperly pressured 
her to halt the criminal 
prosecution of a company 
in Quebec. Trudeau has 
said he was standing up for 
jobs. 

The scandal rocked the 
government and led to 
multiple resignations earlier 
this year, causing a drop in 
poll ratings forTrudeauO 


500 refugees trapped in Libya 
to be evacuated to Rwanda 
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By LORI HINNANT 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Rwanda 
agreed Tuesday to take 
in 500 refugees and asy¬ 
lum-seekers trapped in 
Libya under an agreement 
signed with the United Na¬ 
tions and African Union. 

The deal comes after re¬ 
peated allegations of dire 
conditions for migrants in 
Libya's detention centers, 
including beatings and 
other abuses, rape and a 
lack of both medical care 
and food. Many are inter¬ 
cepted in the Mediterra¬ 
nean by the EU-funded Lib¬ 
yan coast guard, which it¬ 


self has been the repeated 
focus of abuse allegations. 
The U.N. says its own center 
for migrants and refugees 
in Tripoli is becoming dan¬ 
gerously overcrowded as 
is its center for evacuees in 
Niger. The U.N. says around 
4,700 people are being 
held in Libyan detention 
centers and around 1,000 
in a separate U.N. facility in 
Tripoli. 

Rwanda, however, has a 
troubled past with refu¬ 
gees. Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional said that in 2018, 
Rwandan soldiers fired on 
protesting Congolese refu¬ 
gees, killing at least 11 .□ 



Rescued migrants rest near the city of Khoms, around 120 
kilometers (75 miles) east of Tripoli, Libya., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 
2019. 
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UK opposition rages at Johnson after he suspends Parliament 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Opposi¬ 
tion politicians raged Tues¬ 
day at Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson's five-week sus¬ 
pension of Parliament be¬ 
fore the deadline for Brexit, 
which drew angry and un¬ 
precedented protests in 
the House of Commons. 
Parliament has been pro¬ 
rogued — or suspended 
— at the government's re¬ 
quest until Oct. 14, a drastic 
move that gives Johnson a 
respite from rebellious law¬ 
makers as he plots his next 
move as he tries to lead 
Britain out of the European 
Union by Oct. 31. 
Opposition lawmakers 
chanted “Shame on you" 
and held up signs reading 
“Silenced" as Parliament 
was formally shut down in 
the early hours of Tuesday 
morning. As legislators im¬ 
plored House of Commons 
Speaker John Bercow not 
to comply, he expressed 
his displeasure, saying “this 
is not a standard or normal 
prorogation." 

“It's one of the longest for 
decades and it represents 
... an act of executive fiat," 
Bercow said. 

The suspension came after 
lawmakers inflicted a series 
of defeats on Johnson’s 
Brexit plans. 

Johnson says the country 
must leave the EU at the 
end of October, with or 
without a divorce agree¬ 
ment to smooth the way. 
But many lawmakers fear 
a no-deal Brexit would be 
economically devastating. 



Britain s Prime Minister Boris Johnson visits Pimlico Primary school 
in London, Tuesday July 10, 2018, with Education Secretary 
Gavin Williamson to meet staff and students. 
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and are determined to stop 
him. Opposition legislators, 
backed by rebels in John¬ 
son’s Conservative Party, 
passed a law that compels 
the government to ask the 
EU for a three-month delay 
if no deal has been agreed 
by Oct. 19. 

“I will not ask for another 
delay,” Johnson said. 

But he has few easy ways 
out of it. His options — all 
of them extreme — include 
disobeying the law, which 
could land him in court or 
even prison, and resigning 
so that someone else would 
have to ask for a delay. 
Legislators also demanded 
the government release, 
by Wednesday, emails 
and text messages among 
aides and officials relating 
to suspending Parliament 
and planning for Brexit 
amid allegations that the 
suspension is being used to 
circumvent democracy. 
Under parliamentary rules, 
the government is obliged 


to release the documents. 
In a statement, the govern¬ 
ment said it would “con¬ 
sider the implications of this 
vote and respond in due 
course.” 

Then, early Tuesday, law¬ 
makers rebuffed, for a 
second time, Johnson’s re¬ 
quest for an early election, 
which he said was “the only 
way to break the deadlock 
in the House.” 

Opposition parties voted 
against the measure or 
abstained, denying John¬ 
son the two-thirds majority 
he needed. They want to 
make sure a no-deal de¬ 
parture is blocked before 
agreeing to an election, 
making a vote before No¬ 
vember unlikely. 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn ac¬ 
cused Johnson of seeking 
to crash out of the EU and 
seek a “one-sided” trade 
deal with the United States 
that would damage Britain. 
“A no-deal Brexit is really a 


Trump-deal Brexit," Corbyn 
told a union conference, 
“No-one can trust the word 
of a prime minister who is 
threatening to break the 
law to force through no¬ 
deal. So a general election 
is coming. But we won’t 
allow Johnson to dictate 
the terms.” Johnson has 
acknowledged that a no¬ 
deal Brexit “would be a fail¬ 
ure of statecraft” for which 
he would be partially to 
blame. He said he believed 
a deal could be struck by 
Oct. 18, when leaders of all 
28 EU countries hold a sum¬ 
mit in Brussels. 

Ursula von der Leyen, who 
will replace the current 
president of the EU’s exec¬ 
utive branch, Jean-Claude 
Juncker, in November, said 
a no-deal Brexit “will be 
way more difficult than an 
orderly Brexit.” 

Von der Leyen said Tues¬ 
day that the EU is ready for 
a no-deal Brexit that would 
see tariffs and other imped¬ 
iments imposed on trade 
between the bloc and Brit¬ 
ain. But she insisted “it’s not 
in our common interest." 
The EU says Britain has not 
produced any concrete 
proposals for replacing the 
contentious “backstop,” a 
provision in the withdrawal 
agreement reached by 
Johnson’s predecessor The¬ 
resa May that is designed 
to ensure an open border 
between EU member Ire¬ 
land and the U.K.'s North¬ 
ern Ireland. 

An open border is crucial to 
the regional economy and 
underpins the peace pro¬ 


cess that ended decades 
of sectarian violence in 
Northern Ireland. 

Opposition to the backstop 
was a key reason Britain’s 
Parliament rejected May’s 
Brexit deal with the EU three 
times earlier this year. British 
Brexit supporters oppose 
the backstop because it 
locks Britain into EU trade 
rules to avoid customs 
checks, something they say 
will stop the U.K. from strik¬ 
ing new trade deals with 
countries such as the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Johnson was meeting Tues¬ 
day with Arlene Foster, 
leader of Northern Ireland’s 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
which props up his Con¬ 
servative minority govern¬ 
ment. The DUP is staunchly 
opposed to the backstop, 
which it says undermines 
the bonds between North¬ 
ern Ireland and the rest of 
the U.K. 

Despite the acrimony en¬ 
gulfing British politics, some 
lawmakers are calling for 
compromise. On Tuesday, 
a cross-party group of par¬ 
liamentarians branding 
themselves MPs for a Deal 
urged colleagues to look 
again at the rejected with¬ 
drawal agreement. 

“There is a silent majority of 
people in this country who 
want to move on from this 
nightmare — who recog¬ 
nize that what’s going on is 
massively damaging to our 
country, to our internation¬ 
al reputation, to our econ¬ 
omy," Liberal Democrat 
lawmaker Norman Lamb 
said.Q 
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Syrian pound hits record low, setting off hike in prices 



This January 13,2010 file photo, employees stack Syrian currency in the Central Bank, in Damascus, 
Syria. 


By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

The Syrian pound hit a re¬ 
cord low against the dol¬ 
lar recently before making 
some gains Tuesday, set¬ 
ting off a hike in prices in 
the war-torn country where 
a large percentage of the 
population already lives 
under the poverty line. 

The pound was trading 
at 660 to the dollar after 
reaching 690 pounds to 
$1 on the black market 
last week — lows never 
reached before. The offi¬ 
cial rate has remained sta¬ 
ble at 434. 

The collapse of the Syrian 
pound is blamed on tough 
Western sanctions against 
the government of Presi¬ 
dent Bashir Assad, specula¬ 
tion, a drop in remittances 
from Syrians living abroad 
and the fact that many Syr¬ 
ians are buying up dollars 
to preserve their savings. 
When Syria’s civil war be¬ 
gan in March 2011, a dollar 
was valued at 47 pounds. 
Speculation is not uncom¬ 
mon in Syria and neighbor¬ 


ing countries, where trad¬ 
ers buy and sell currency in 
order to make quick profits 
because of changes in the 
exchange rate. 

The rise in the exchange 
rate has resulted in prices of 
basic commodities, mainly 
sugar and rice, changing 
from morning to evening. 


In some shops, basic items 
disappeared from shelves 
only to reappear later with 
higher prices. 

Demand for even basic 
foodstuffs has gone down 
because people are only 
buying essential items. 
Abboud Mardini, owner of 
a mini market, told The As- 


Associated Press 

sociated Press that prices 
have risen between 15% 
and 20% recently. “Every¬ 
thing is available but prices 
are high,” he said. 

“I used to sell one kilogram 
of sugar at 300 pounds, but 
on Sunday the price rose to 
375 pounds,” he said. 
Syrians on social media 


have been urging the gov¬ 
ernment to intervene to 
control the market. 

“The attack on the pound 
is another act of war,” said 
al-Baath newspaper, the 
mouthpiece of the ruling 
Baath party, in an editorial 
Tuesday, adding that Syr¬ 
ians want the government 
“to play its role in facing 
the holders of the weapons 
of starvation and impov¬ 
erishment,” a reference to 
speculators. 

The pro-government Al- 
Watan newspaper said ru¬ 
mors on social media that 
the dollar would rise soon 
was behind Sunday’s fall of 
the pound. 

Al-Watan said the pound 
noticeably improved on 
Monday and increased by 
4.5 % to reach 663, attribut¬ 
ing the improvement to the 
government’s intervention 
“without pumping even 
one dollar into the market.” 
On Monday, the Cabinet’s 
economic committee held 
a special meeting to take 
action to ensure basic 
commodities for people 
and control pricesO 


Pakistan: Risk of ‘accidental war' with India over Kashmir 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — Pakistan's foreign minis¬ 
ter warned Tuesday that India's “illegal 
occupation” of Muslim-majority Kashmir 
could drive the nuclear-armed countries 
“into an accidental war.” 

Pakistani Foreign MinisterShah Mahmood 
Qureshi accused India at a session of the 
U.N.-backed Human Rights Council of 
turning Kashmir “into the largest prison on 
this planet.” He alleged some Kashmiris 
were tortured and raped in the region 
claimed by both Pakistan and India. 

The Indian government imposed a se¬ 
curity lockdown and communications 


blackout that has since been partially lift¬ 
ed in most of Jammu and Kashmir, which 
India’s Parliament voted last month to 
downgrade from a state into two feder¬ 
ally administered territories. 

“Once the curfew is lifted, the reality 
comes out, the world will wake up to the 
catastrophe that is underway right now,” 
Qureshi told reporters. 

Pakistan also issued a statement on be¬ 
half of about 60 nations calling for re¬ 
spect of human rights, an end to the 
curfew and communications shutdown 
in Kashmir and “unhindered access” for 
international media and human rights 
groups in Kashmir.Q 



Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi leaves af¬ 
ter a statement during the 42nd session of the Human Rights 
Council at the European headquarters of the United Nations in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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North Korea fires 2 projectiles after offering talks with US 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea launched two 
projectiles toward the sea 
on Tuesday, South Korea’s 
military said, hours after the 
North offered to resume 
nuclear diplomacy with the 
United States but warned 
its dealings with Washing¬ 
ton may end without new 
U.S. proposals. 

The launches and demand 
for new proposals were 
apparently aimed at pres¬ 
suring the United States to 
make concessions when 
the North Korea-U.S. talks 
restart. North Korea is wide¬ 
ly believed to want the 
United States to provide se¬ 
curity guarantees and ex¬ 
tensive relief from U.S.-led 
sanctions in return for limit¬ 
ed denuclearization steps. 
The North Korean projec¬ 
tiles fired from its South 
Phyongan province, which 
surrounds its capital city 
of Pyongyang, flew about 
330 kilometers (205 miles) 
across the country and in 
the direction of the waters 
off its east coast, accord¬ 
ing to South Korea's Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and Defense 
Ministry. 

The military said South Ko¬ 
rea will monitor possible 
additional launches. The 
JCS didn’t immediately say 
whether the weapons were 
ballistic missiles or rocket ar¬ 
tillery. “More detailed anal¬ 
ysis is needed to determine 
the exact specifications," 
JCS spokesman Kim Joon- 
rak said. 

Tuesday’s launches were 
the eighth round of launch¬ 
es since late July and the 
first since Aug. 24. The 
previous seven launches 
have revealed short-range 
missile and rocket artillery 
systems that experts say 
would potentially expand 
its capabilities to strike tar¬ 
gets throughout South Ko¬ 
rea, including U.S. military 
bases. 

On Monday night, the 
North's first vice foreign 
minister, Choe Son Hui, said 
North Korea is willing to re¬ 
sume nuclear diplomacy 
in late September but that 
Washington must come to 
the negotiating table with 
acceptable new propos¬ 
als. She said if the proposals 




People watch a TV showing a file image of a North Korea's missile 
at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Sept. 


don’t satisfy North Korea, 
dealings between the two 
countries may end. 
President Donald Trump 
called North Korea’s an¬ 
nouncement “interesting." 
“We'll see what happens," 
Trump said. “In the mean¬ 
time, we have our hostag¬ 
es back, we’re getting the 
remains of our great heroes 
back and we’ve had no 
nuclear testing for a long 
time.” 

The White House said it was 
aware of the new reports of 
projectiles being launched 
from North Korea and was 
continuing to monitor the 
situation and consulting 
with its allies in the region. 
South Korea’s presidential 
office said national secu¬ 
rity adviser Chung Eui-yong 
presided over an emer¬ 
gency National Security 
Council meeting where of¬ 
ficials expressed “strong 
concern" over the continu¬ 
ing short-range launches 
by the North. 

“We believe North Korea is 
upgrading its (missile) tech¬ 
nology by repeatedly firing 
missiles,” said Japanese 
Defense Minister Takeshi 
Iwaya. “We consider this 
a serious problem and will 
continue to monitor the de¬ 
velopment, while ensuring 
the functioning of warning 
and surveillance activity." 

In the late-night statement 
carried by state media, 
Choe said North Korea is 
willing to sit down with the 
United States “for compre¬ 


hensive discussions in late 
September of the issues 
we have so far taken up, 
at a time and place to be 
agreed.” 

Choe said she hopes the 
United States will bring “a 
proposal geared to the in¬ 
terests of the DPRK and the 
U.S. and based on deci¬ 
sion methods acceptable 
to us.” DPRK stands for the 


launch during a news program 
10, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Democratic People’s Re¬ 
public of Korea, the North’s 
official name. 

She warned that “if the 
U.S. side fingers again the 
worn-out scenario which 
has nothing to do with new 
decision methods at the 
DPRK-U.S. working nego¬ 
tiation to be held with so 
much effort, the DPRK-U.S. 
dealings may come to an 


end.” Kim Dong-yub, an 
analyst at Seoul’s Institute 
for Far Eastern Studies, said 
the North likely tested one 
of the new weapons sys¬ 
tems it demonstrated in 
July and August. 

\They include a mobile 
short-range ballistic missile 
system that experts say re¬ 
sembled an enlarged ver¬ 
sion of the U.S. Army Tacti¬ 
cal Missile System and a 
“super-large” multiple rock¬ 
et system the North tested 
on Aug. 24. 

Kim said the North was ap¬ 
parently trying to increase 
its bargaining power by 
pairing its dialogue offer 
with short-range launch¬ 
es, sending a message to 
Trump that it could poten¬ 
tially tests bigger weapons 
if the United States refuses 
to make major conces¬ 
sions. 

Talks on North Korea's 
nuclear disarmament fell 
apart in February when 
Trump rejected North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
demand for sweeping 
sanctions relief in return 
for partial disarmament 
at their second summit in 
Vietnam. □ 
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Colombia to tell UN that Venezuela harbors ‘terrorists’ 



In this Sept. 26 , 2008 file photo, photographers take pictures of a bust of the late Manuel Maru- 
landa, the founding leader of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia in the Caracas' 23 de 
Enero neighborhood of Caracas, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

A reportedly leaked Ven¬ 
ezuelan intelligence report 
indicates that President 
Nicolas Maduro’s socialist 
government is harboring 
Colombian rebels inside 
Venezuela, allegations that 
dovetail with evidence Co¬ 
lombian officials say they 
will present this month to 
the United Nations. 
Bogota-based Semana 
magazine on Sunday pub¬ 
lished a report that it said 
was based on Venezuelan 
documents showing how a 
top military official under in¬ 
structions from Maduro or¬ 
dered generals to provide 
support to a so-called “Red 
Group” at “training zones" 
inside Venezuela. 

Maduro's spokesman on 
Monday called the sup¬ 
posedly secret documents 
badly forged fakes. 

The allegations come 
against the backdrop of 
rising tensions between the 
two countries after Colom¬ 
bian President Ivan Duque 
accused Maduro of pro¬ 
viding safe haven to the 
former chief negotiator of 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, or 
FARC, who announced he 
was rearming. 

One of the alleged docu¬ 
ments, dated Aug. 9, is 


signed by Adm. Remigio 
Ceballos, the second-high¬ 
est-ranking Venezuelan 
military officer, and direct¬ 
ed to regional military com¬ 
manders. 

In that document, relay¬ 
ing what he said are direct 
instructions from Maduro, 
Ceballos orders his subordi¬ 
nates to avoid entering into 
conflict with a so-called 
“Red Group at training 
zones” inside Venezuela. 
He also instructs members 
of the national guard in 
four states to provide train¬ 


ing and logistical support to 
the rebels. 

According to the report, 
“Red Group” is a code 
word used by Venezuelan 
security forces to describe 
guerrillas from the National 
Liberation Army and FARC, 
both of which are classified 
as a terrorist organization 
by the U.S. and European 
Union. 

Ceballos posted a mes¬ 
sage on Twitter saying the 
documents presented by 
the “war dog” magazine 
Semana were a falsifica¬ 


tion. He said the Venezue¬ 
lan armed forces on a daily 
basis combat illegal armed 
groups from Colombia. 
Maduro’s minister of com¬ 
munications, Jorge Rodri¬ 
guez, appeared on Ven¬ 
ezuelan state TV alleging 
the supposedly leaked 
documents were actually 
sloppily produced fakes 
that included glaring errors 
in the formal headers that 
confused the name of key 
Venezuelan agencies. 
“They kill the truth in order 
to prepare the ground 



for an armed aggression 
against Venezuela," Rodri¬ 
guez said, accusing Co¬ 
lombian officials of backing 
plots against Maduro. 
Semana didn’t say how it 
obtained the documents 
and, citing national security 
concerns, it only published 
heavily redacted excerpts. 
The Associated Press was 
unable to verify the report. 
But Foreign Minister Carlos 
Trujillo said the news report 
coincides with information 
his conservative govern¬ 
ment has collected show¬ 
ing that Maduro has re¬ 
peatedly violated a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
from 2001 banning support 
for terror groups. He said 
Duque will present the evi¬ 
dence when he addresses 
U.N. General Assembly this 
month. 

“The Maduro regime now 
favors and protects terrorist 
organizations from its terri¬ 
tory so they can commit 
crimes against Colombia,” 
Trujillo told Blu Radio in an 
interview Monday. 

The allegations, for which 
Duque has so far provided 
scant evidence, triggered 
Maduro to deploy anti-air¬ 
craft missiles and order mili¬ 
tary exercises along Vene¬ 
zuela's western border with 
Colombia that are set to 
begin on Tuesday .□ 


European space agency records Amazon air pollution 


By DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

New satellite images pub¬ 
lished Monday by the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency show 
an increase in air pollution 
in the Brazilian Amazon 
while fires burned in the re¬ 
gion last month. 

Several maps showed 
more carbon monoxide 
and other pollutants in Au¬ 
gust than in the previous 
month, when there were 
fewer fires. 

The agency said fires re¬ 
leased carbon dioxide 
once stored in the Amazon 
forests back into the atmo¬ 
sphere, potentially having 
an impact on the global 
climate and health. 

Burning continues in the 
Amazon despite a 60-day 
ban on land-clearing fires 



A Brazilian soldier puts out fires 
Novo Progresso, Brazil, Tuesday, 

that was announced last 
month by President Jair Bol- 
sonaro. 

Data from Brazil's National 
Institute for Space Research 
showed the number of fires 
in all of Brazil has surpassed 
100,000 so far this year, up 


at the Nova Fronteira region in 
Sept. 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 

45 percent compared to 
the same period in 2018. 
Renata Libonati, a profes¬ 
sor in the department of 
meteorology at the Rio de 
Janeiro Federal University, 
said that aside from gases, 
the burning of forests also 


released particles into the 
atmosphere. 

Health experts say stud¬ 
ies show that air pollution, 
whether it is small particles 
or gases, leads to an in¬ 
crease in cardiovascular 
conditions and lung prob¬ 
lems, especially among 
young children and the el¬ 
derly. 

In Porto Velho, the capital 
of Brazil's Amazon state of 
Rondonia, lingering smoke 
has reportedly caused an 
increase in such respiratory 
problems. The number of 
people treated for respira¬ 
tory issues increased sharp¬ 
ly in August at the Cosme e 
Damia Children's hospital. 
But small particles can also 
be transported by winds in 
cities that are not imme¬ 
diately close to where the 
fires are taking place. 


“The impact of the fires 
goes far beyond where 
the forests are burning," Li¬ 
bonati told The Associated 
Press. 

Brazil’s Health Ministry 
shared last week a list of 
recommendations for those 
living in areas close to the 
fires, saying people should 
“avoid staying near places 
where the fires are hap¬ 
pening," wear masks and 
eye protection outdoors 
and favor air conditioning, 
especially in kindergartens, 
schools and hospitals. 

Last month, Bolsonaro sent 
the army to help combat 
the fires. A team of 11 Is¬ 
raeli firefighters was also 
deployed Sunday in the 
state of Rondonia to help 
state and federal forces, 
the defense ministry said in 
a statement.. □ 
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Just for the fun of it: Fun Seekers return 



ORANJESTAD — For 11 consecutive years the Fun 
Seekers have been seeking fun times and making 
memories in Aruba and have been loyal to the Re¬ 
naissance Aruba Resort & Casino. 

The Fun Seekers is a big group of 50 people that has 
been visiting the Island since 2008. Each year. Buddy 
& Edyie Rapone members of the group, together with 
the Renaissance Team work together to make sure to 
make the stay a memorable one for the entire group 
of seniors. During their stay the group loves to take 
tours and visit different tourist areas on the island such 
as Casibari Rock Formation, Natural Bridge, Bushiriba- 
na Gold Mine, the Aloe Factory, Baby Beach, Lourdes 
Grotto and many more places. The Fun seekers love 
the island very much and surely know how to have a 
fun time together. After all these years they have be¬ 
come more like family. 

The Renaissance Aruba Family would like to thank the 
Fun Seekers for always being so joyful and happy and 
are very appreciative of the loyalty shown towards 
them! 



About the ‘Fun Seekers' 

Buddy and Edyie Rapone 
have been happily mar¬ 
ried for 40 years, and to¬ 
gether they have orches¬ 
trated the highly successful 
Fun Seekers for the past 16 
years. The Fun Seekers offer 
various trips year round for 
seniors, ranging from day 
long bus trips around the 
region to weeklong trips to 
different parts of the world. 
“Seekers” only need to 
worry about getting them¬ 
selves to the pickup desti¬ 
nation; Buddy and Edyie 
coordinate all the rest from 
transportation, food to the 
daily schedule. 

“Seniors still want fun, that 
never stops. You only get 
one life and you should 
make it as spectacular 


as possible with as many 
good memories as pos¬ 
sible. We hope to bring 
people back to a joyful 
time. They can feel young 
and adventurous again. 
I believe that’s the key to 
happiness, continuing that 


spirit even as we age,” 
says Eddyie Rapone 

For more information on this 
fun group check out https:// 
funseekertrips.com.Q 



Honoring of loyal visitors at Costa Linda Beach Resort 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kim¬ 
berley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal 
and friendly visitors as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors and Goodwill Am¬ 
bassadors of Aruba. 

The Distinguished Visitor certifi¬ 
cate is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba 10 years and more 
consecutively. 

The Goodwill Ambassador cer¬ 
tificate is presented to guests who 
visit Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were couple John 
and Eileen Vernaleken as Distin¬ 


guished visitors of Aruba, together 
with couple Robert and Angela 
Kampwart and Lisa Piscopo all 

honored as goodwill ambassa¬ 
dors of Aruba. 

These lovely group of people 
stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, beautiful sunsets, deli¬ 
cious variety of foods, safety, and 
Aruba's warm and friendly peo¬ 
ple. 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Costa Linda 
Beach Resort presented the cer¬ 
tificates to the honorees, hand¬ 
ed over some presents and also 



thanked them for choosing Aruba nation and as their home-away- 
as their favorite vacation desti- from-home. □ 
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Making the Difference 



ORANJESTAD - What a difference it makes 
when you can enjoy a clean environment. 
Organized, hygienic, smelling fresh and look¬ 
ing crispy clean. It can uplift your vacation the 
same as the opposite will ruin it. Checking in at 
a hotel that has a chaotic, unfresh lobby and a 
room with marks on the carpet and walls, a bed 
that is made up messy and a bathroom that 
smells like yesterday.... You are ready to run 
away and go back home. The central break¬ 
ing point between these two opposites is the 


housekeeping. They keep the house clean and 
this is their week. 

With tourism being the major economic pillar 
of this island, housekeepers play a central role. 
They are not to be underestimated and have 
an important job cleaning the many rooms of 
the different resorts in Aruba day in, day out. It 
is a dirty job, but somebody has got to do it, a 
phrase of a well-known movie that applies to 
this job too. 




Every year International Housekeeping Week is 
celebrated on the second week of September. 
Every year, we set aside one special week to 
honor the year-round heroes of housekeeping. 
It would be great when guest would pay that 
extra attention to your clean room, appreci¬ 
ate the effort our island staff is making to cre¬ 
ate that smile on your face during your well-de¬ 
served vacation. Maybe back home you need 
to make your bed by yourself again or wash 
your towels, here they do it for you to make you 
feel welcome and pampered. 

For all those working in Housekeeping: Aruba 
Today congratulates you and wishes you a 
wonderful week! a 


Quota International Neon Family Fun Walk 



ORANJESTAD — Quota International Aruba 
is a service club comprised of executive 
women who organize various activities in 
order to be of service to the Aruban com¬ 
munity. They concentrate on helping the 
hearing and visually impaired and also the 
women and children in distress. 

One of their annual activities is the Shatter 
Silence Week. This event has been held for 
31 consecutive years. It reflects on the big 
dark silence in which a person falls when 
they lose their hearing. With the loss of their 
hearing they lose total communication 
with the outside world. Your hearing is what 
determines your senses and a good com¬ 
munication with others. One of the main 
goals of Quota International of Aruba, is to 
bring awareness to our community and to 


emphasize the importance of taking care 
and protecting of your hearing. The Shat¬ 
ter Silence Week will take place from Sep¬ 
tember 9th till September 13th of 2019. 

Quota International Aruba will be closing 
off the Shatter Silence Week with a Neon 
Family Fun walk. This will take place on Fri¬ 
day September 13th 2019 at the Goldmine 
Ruins at Bushiribana. The events starts at 
7pm. The route will be Bushiribana to Natu¬ 
ral Bridge and back to Bushiribana. Every 
one registered for the walk will receive a 
neon stick and refreshments. There will be 
an additional prize for the best decorated 
shirt for this event. 

For more information visit their facebook 
page Quota international Aruba. Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 

IP®® Bd to Skfl 

Every Wednesday 110am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $20 to $100 
in Free Slot Play, Play up to five times each Wednesday 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Bnskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard 1 The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd#47 
583.5000 | ccsmeaihambra.com 

Play Rasuflrtiihly. ViLit iivw.gcrtdildfiarHn i pirnaus.ar| if you ar Mititont yai know bn u gambling probltm. 


Tierra del Sol Restaurant gets 
Incredible Makeover 



NOORD — The Restaurant at Tierra del Sol will cre¬ 
ate a whole new look just for you! As per coming 
Monday, September 2nd, the restaurant will be 
closed for renovations which is due to be ready be¬ 
ginning of December. Do not worry to miss out on 
the delicious food though because lunch and early 
dinner can daily be enjoyed at the 19th Hole Bar at 
the pool from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 


In case you are a golf fa¬ 
natic, playing on Tierra del 
Sol’s 18th hole course is a 
must. The ONLY 18th hole 
golf course on this island 
has a uniqueness that is 
the reason to visit it. Added 
to that is an overwhelming 
nature and outstanding 
service. There is no way you 
can miss out on this experi¬ 
ence. Imagine: a drive to 
the North end of the island 
where you encounter the 
island’s rugged north coast 
and Blue Ocean form¬ 
ing your panoramic from 
a masterfully sculpted 18 
beautiful holes of champi¬ 
onship golf by Robert Trent 
Jones II. Your play field 
combines the elements 
of wind, sea, and earth in 
perfect harmony. You may 
even encounter goats and 
the local burrowing owls 
named ‘shocos’. Welcome 
to nature, welcome to the 
greatness of a new experi¬ 
ence. 



After Game Delight 

You can play your round of golf and then head to the 
19th Hole bar at the pool for a nice relaxing lunch. Not a 
golfer? No problem. The food at Tierra del Sol stands out 
and is yet a reason to hop into your car and drive to that 
perfect picture landscape where the chef will pamper 
your tasting buds. 

Testimonials 

“Awesome golf course. Had a blast!!" 

“Wonderful golf and you will see goats on the course. You 
may be fortunate and see Shoco owl. Just know it will be 
very very windy. 

TIERRA DEL SOL RESORT & GOLF 
https://www.tierradelsol.com/ 

Phone: (+297) 586-7800 

Email: reservations@tierradelsol.com 
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PECIAL PRICES on Mojito 
and local beers; Bafashi & Chill 



At least ten reef-associated shark species in the Dutch Caribbean 



Caribbean reef shark in the Man of War Shoal Marine Park, Sint 
Maarten. Photo credit: Melanie Meijer zu Schlochtern 

Dutch Caribbean islands. 


WAGENINGEN, THE NETHER¬ 
LANDS — Wageningen Ma¬ 
rine Research reported ten 
reef-associated shark spe¬ 
cies in the Dutch Caribbean 
in a recent published study 
as part of Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance (DCNA)'s 
Save Our Sharks Project. 
The most common species 
are the nurse shark and 
the Caribbean reef shark. 
Overall, more sharks were 
observed in conservation 
areas than in unprotected 
areas, highlighting the im¬ 
portance of these zones in 
shark conservation. 

More than 100 million sharks 
are killed each year as a 
result of fishing and shark 
finning activities, twice the 
rate at which they can re¬ 
produce. The demand for 
fins and other shark prod¬ 
ucts has driven a number 
of species close to extinc¬ 
tion. Sharks are especially 
vulnerable to overfishing 
and habitat degradation 
as they are late to mature 
and produce few young. 
The main threats to sharks 
in our waters are acciden¬ 
tal bycatch, habitat deg¬ 
radation and the risk of a 
shark fin market develop¬ 
ing, which would lead to 
targeted fishing of sharks. 

We need healthy oceans 
and healthy oceans need 
sharks 

Sharks keep our oceans 
healthy. These top preda¬ 
tors remove sick or weak 
members of their prey 
populations. A decrease 
in number of sharks leads 
to a disturbed natural bal¬ 
ance in the sea. This can 
affect the overall fish popu¬ 
lation, and good fish stocks 
are not only important for 
fishermen that depend on 
fishing but also for (dive) 
tourism and the local com¬ 
munity. 

Respect, not fear, sharks 


Sharks are some of the 
most misunderstood spe¬ 
cies. For generations sharks 
had an undeserved bad 
reputation. People tend to 
see them as terrifying ani¬ 
mals that pose a danger 
to everything that swims in 
the ocean, including hu¬ 
mans. But we now know 
that is very far from the 
truth: these magnificent 
creatures are essential to 
healthy oceans and risks to 
humans are small. 

DCNA’s Save Our Sharks 
Project 

There is a lack of knowl¬ 
edge concerning the dis¬ 
tribution and abundance 
of shark and ray species 
throughout the Dutch Ca¬ 
ribbean. To combat this 
knowledge gap, from 2015- 
2018, DCNA ran the “Save 
our Sharks” (SOS) project 
for the Dutch Caribbean, 
funded by the Dutch Post¬ 
code Lottery. In this project 
DCNA collaborated with lo¬ 
cal fisherman and scientists 
and aimed to build popu¬ 
lar support for shark and 
ray conservation amongst 
the local community, as 
well as increasing knowl¬ 
edge about shark and ray 
species within the region 
by conducting a number 
of research projects. 

Shark Research 

A recently published study 
by Wageningen Marine Re¬ 
search as part of DCNA's 
SOS Project established a 
baseline for current shark 
diversity, distribution, abun¬ 
dance, spatial behaviour 
and population structure 
for inshore reefs around the 


There were two methods 
used by the researchers to 
study sharks. One method 
used Baited Remote Under¬ 
water Video (BRUV) which 
used a device consisting 
of two cameras set in front 
of a baited feed bag. The 
idea is that as sharks come 
near the bait bag to feed, 
video footage can be 
collected to identify and 
count local shark popula¬ 
tions. The other method 
was acoustic telemetry to 
track sharks. In this method, 
a small acoustic tracking 
device is implanted within 
the shark. Acoustic receiv¬ 
ers are installed at specific 
locations, and whenever 
sharks with these transmit¬ 
ters travel near the receiver 
(within a range of 450 to 
850 metres) they are re¬ 
corded. 

The first studies using BRUV 
were conducted on Saba, 
Saba Bank and St. Eustatius 
to better understand the 
local population of sharks 
and rays and their relative 
abundances, and were 
funded by the Dutch Gov¬ 
ernment. Starting in 2015, 
as part of the SOS project, 
additional studies were 
conducted to include the 
waters around Bonaire, Cu- 
rapao and Sint Maarten. 
In 2017 a BRUV survey was 
done at Aruba, financed 
by Global Finprint. 

In addition, as part of the 
SOS project, acoustic te¬ 
lemetry was also used to 
better understand the 
movements of sharks, 


habitat use, migration and 
connectivity between is¬ 
lands. The telemetry study 
tracked two shark species, 
Caribbean reef shark (Car- 
charhinus perezi) and nurse 
shark (Ginglymostoma cir- 
ratum) around Saba (from 

2014) and then around 
Saba Bank, Sint Maarten 
and Sint Eustatius (from 

2015) . 

Findings 

In BRUVs deployed around 
Sint Maarten, Curapao and 
Bonaire the most common 
detected shark species 
were Caribbean reef shark, 
with Sint Maarten also fre¬ 
quently showing nurse 
sharks. Overall, more sharks 
were observed in marine 
parks or areas of conserva¬ 
tion than in unprotected 
areas, highlighting the im¬ 
portance of these zones in 
shark conservation. Further¬ 
more, when comparing 
the BRUV surveys from Sint 
Maarten, Curapao and Bo¬ 
naire to previous BRUV stud¬ 
ies from Aruba, Saba, Sint 
Eustatius and Saba Bank, it 
showed that the Aruba sur¬ 
vey had the largest shark 
diversity (8 species) and 
the Bonaire survey the low¬ 
est (2 species). The Saba 
survey documented 5 shark 
species, Saba bank had 
4 shark species with Cura¬ 
pao, Sint Eustatius and Sint 
Maarten each registering 3 
shark species. There was an 
additional BRUV submarine 
test at 300 metres deep off 
Curapao which found an 
additional shark species 
(Cuban dogfish). In total, 
at least 10 shark species 
were seen within the Dutch 
Caribbean in the different 
BRUV surveys. 

The acoustic telemetry stud¬ 
ies demonstrated that both 
the Caribbean reef shark 
and nurse shark have small 
home ranges and strong 
site fidelity. Large crossings 


between areas were rare, 
and found for two Carib¬ 
bean reef sharks and one 
nurse shark which travelled 
between Saba and Saba 
bank. The two Caribbean 
reef sharks made short di¬ 
rected journeys back and 
forth, whereas the nurse 
shark after two years ab¬ 
sence showed up at the 
Saba Bank before returning 
to Saba. One nurse shark 
from another study on the 
US Virgin Islands was de¬ 
tected in the network on 
the Saba Bank, a distance 
of at least 160 kilometres. 

Importance of Protected 
Areas 

Both the BRUV and acous¬ 
tic telemetry studies 
showed higher presence of 
reef associated sharks with¬ 
in the conservation zones, 
along with high site fidel¬ 
ity and small home ranges. 
Furthermore, as some lon¬ 
ger distance movements 
were also documented, 
interconnectivity between 
these areas is just begin¬ 
ning to be understood. The 
ongoing study on acous¬ 
tic telemetry (funded by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Nature and Food Quality 
(LNV)) will yield more data 
on this. Therefore, not only 
are local marine parks cru¬ 
cial for the conservation 
efforts of sharks and rays, 
but larger conservation 
networks, such as the Yarari 
Marine Mammal and Shark 
Sanctuary which com¬ 
promises all the waters of 
Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eu¬ 
statius, are vital to protect 
entire populations. 

More information 

Winter, H.V., de Graaf, M. 
(2019). Diversity, abun¬ 
dance, distribution and 
habitat use reef-associated 
sharks in the Dutch Carib¬ 
bean. Wageningen Uni¬ 
versity & Research report 
Cl05/18. □ 
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Today’s 

Happening 


A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 11 

Full Moon Chanting Circle 

• Join us for this month Chanting Circle 
at the Aruba Peace Labyrinth. We will 
be chanting “Om” and other chants 
and mantras for purification, healing, 
compassion and gratitude for all we 
have. We will be chanting together 
and use mainly our voices but also 
feel free to bring an instrument. Please also bring a shawl, sweater, 

a cushion or towel. The evening will be closed with a gratitude circle 
and you may bring some tea, fruit or snack to share. 

• From 7:00PM 

• Aruba Peace Labyrinth (behind the Alto Vista Chapel). 

• Facebook: Gea Souge Life Coaching 



Sunday 15 

California Lighthouse Experience 

• Climb to the top of the 
California Lighthouse to see 
the best views of the island! 

• From 9 AM till 5 PM 

• Hudishibana 2, Westpunt 

• Facebook Aruba Walking 
Tours 
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Thursday 12 

Chef’s Classics at BLT Steak 

• Indulge in BLT Steak’ 
signature warm popovers, 
our acclaimed selection of 
steaks, fresh seafood, satisfying 
sides and delightful dessert. 
Enjoy an extraordinary dining 
experience in contemporary 
steakhouse fare. 

• From 6:00PM 

• BLT Steak at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba 

• Facebook: The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba 


Friday 13 

Neon Moonlight Funwalk 

• Quota International of Aruba is 
organizing its annual fun walk! 

Come join us with your friends 
and family and decorate 
your own white t-shirt and let’s 
get moving on this 5K Neon 
Moonlight Funwalk! 

• Starts at 7:00PM 

• Bushiribana Gold Smelting Ruins 

• Facebook: Quota international of Aruba 






Saturday 14 

Qi Dance & Drum with Dr Love at Santo 
Patia 

• In cooperation with (and on 
invitation by) Prana, we invite you 
to join us for a mystical evening 

in the cave at Santo Patia, San 
Nicolas. Dr Love will share his Qi 
Dance and Drum with you. Please 
bring a towel, your instrument and 
a candle and stay after to play 
music and share a cup of Qi with 
us. 

• From 6:30PM 

• Grapefield Beach, San Nicolas 

• Facebook: Qi Gong Aruba 



Monday 16 
Joy of Aruba 

• Joy of Aruba is performed at the Divi Divi Hotel by the Popcorn 
Dancers, one of Aruba’s best Youth Dance Group. The performers 
will be presenting the most popular folkloric & modern music 

and dance of the island of Aruba. The Popcorn Dancers are 
determined to bring pleasure for your eyes, ears, heart & soul. 

• From 8:30PM-9:30PM 

• Divi & Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives 

• Facebook: Popcorn Club & dancers aruba 



Tuesday 17 

Etnia Nativa 

• Explore the Native Aruban Art Gallery & Museum where all 
the produce and exhibit proceeds from discarded as well as 
recollected materials, recycled in beautiful art pieces inspired 
on Aruba's archaic Cultures. Anthony Croes will be delighted to 
give you a personal 1 hour tour. 

• Make your appointment 

• Westpunt 37-A, Noord 

• Facebook: Etnia Nativa 
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Denver Broncos quarterback 
Joe Flacco is tackled by 
Oakland Raiders outside 
linebacker Vontaze Burfict 
(55) during the first half of an 
NFL football game Monday, 
Sept. 9, 2019, in Oakland, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 

Raiders 
beat 
Broncos 
24-16 in 
1st game 
after Brown’s 
release 

By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

The night started with 
Oakland Raiders fans de¬ 
risively chanting at former 
disgruntled receiver An¬ 
tonio Brown and ended 
with coach Jon Gruden 
celebrating a victory in the 
Black Hole. 

The saga that consumed 
the football world for days 
didn’t hamper the Raiders 
a bit. 

Derek Carr threw a touch¬ 
down pass on the opening 
drive of the season, rookie 
Josh Jacobs ran for two 
scores and the Raiders re¬ 
sponded to a tumultuous 
week surrounding Brown 
by beating the Denver 
Broncos 24-16 on Monday 
night. 



SNAKE 


IKES 


'Alo nso hits 46thx4'7th HRs 
Wets beat D-backs 3-1 






home 








Alon soiwatches his 
fth inning of/a 


^ rPPTil 

I ©SEDD9 OjDQ ^d^2Q3C3 

9§(®0> % 2909* to 

KJ9E7fflaf& 

i’A" 




•J 


Continued on Page 22 











































ffDAY 


SPORTS I A19 


WEDNESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 



$10,000 IN CASH PRIZES THIS MONTH! 

PLUS $1,000 IM TOTAL CASH PRIZE FOR THE TOP S EARNED POINTS OF EACH WEEK! 


J 


STELLARIS 

CASH PRIZE j 

GIVE AWAY 




WEEK 1 
$1,500 

IN CASH PRIZES 


WEEK 2 

$ 2,000 

IN CASH PRI ZES 


WEEK 3 
$2,500 


WEEK 4 
$4,000 


IN CASH PRIZES 


Earn one (1 ) ticket with every 20 points ea i ned from Wednesday 10:00 PM to 
Wednesday 8:00 PM. Participate every Wednesday from 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
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Yankees end Boston’s three-year run atop AL East, win 5-0 



New York Yankees’ James Paxton pitches during the first inning of 
a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox in Boston, Monday, 
Sept. 9, 2019. New York Yankees’ James Paxton pitches during 
the first inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox in 
Boston, Monday, Sept. 9, 2019. 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) —New York 
officially ended Boston's 
three-year reign as AL East 
champs. 

The defending World Series 
champion Red Sox are still 
in playoff contention, but 
barely. They began the 
day eight games out of the 
second AL wild-card spot. 
James Paxton (13-6) won 
his eighth straight start, al¬ 
lowing four hits in 6 2/3 in¬ 
nings. He struck out seven 
and walked three in setting 
a career best in victories 
as the Yankees increased 
their lead to nine games 
over second-place Tampa 
Bay. 

Austin Romine and Gio Ur- 
shela each hit solo homers 
for the Yankees, who took 
the final three of a four- 
game series. New York in¬ 
creased its club record to 
270 homers, a night after 
setting the mark. 

Eduardo Rodriguez (17-6) 
gave up one run in six in¬ 
nings, striking out nine with 
five hits and a walk while 


throwing a season-high 117 
pitches. 

Jackie Bradley Jr. had three 
hits for Boston. 

ASTROS 15, ATHLETICS 0 
HOUSTON (AP) — Zack 
Greinke struck out five in 
six strong innings, Robin¬ 
son Chirinos and Yordan 
Alvarez each homered 
twice as Houston hit a ma¬ 
jor league-record six home 
runs in the first two innings, 
and the high-scoring Astros 
routed Oakland for their 
fifth straight victory. 

After a 21-1 win over Se¬ 
attle on Sunday, the Astros 
set a franchise record for 
runs scored in consecutive 
games with 36. 

Houston hit six of its seven 
homers in the first two in¬ 
nings for an 11-0 lead. The 
seven shots matched a 
franchise record for homers 
in a game set Sept. 9, 2000, 
against the Chicago Cubs. 
Alex Bregman, Jose Altuve 
and Michael Brantley also 
homered. 

The Astros extended their 
lead over Oakland to 10 'A 


games in the AL West. 
Greinke (15-5) retired 11 of 
the first 12 batters he faced. 
He allowed just two hits and 
didn’t walk a batter. 
Houston's offensive exploits 
spoiled Mike Fiers’ try at 
a piece of A’s history. The 
right-hander had won 12 


Associated Press 

straight decisions and was 
bidding to match Hall of 
Famer Catfish Hunter's run 
in 1973 for the best since 
the club moved to the Bay 
Area. 

Fiers (14-4) allowed a ca¬ 
reer-high nine runs on nine 
hits in one-plus innings. He 


allowed a career-high five 
home runs. 

INDIANS 6 , ANGELS 2 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Shane Bieber pitched sev¬ 
en stellar innings of five-hit 
ball in his first career start 
at his hometown stadium, 
and rookie Yu Chang hit his 
first major league homer in 
Cleveland’s win over Los 
Angeles. 

Bieber (14-7) struck out 
eight without a walk while 
allowing only one run for 
the first time since July. He 
retired 17 of his final 18 hit¬ 
ters. 

Chang hit a three-run hom¬ 
er and Jason Kipnis had a 
two-run shot for the Indians 
(84-61), who pulled right 
behind Oakland (84-60) for 
the second AL wild-card 
spot with their first back-to- 
back wins in September. 
Albert Pujols hit his 655th 
homer and two-way pros¬ 
pect Jared Walsh added 
his first career homer for the 
Angels. 

Patrick Sandoval (0-3) took 
the lossO 
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Alonso, deGrom lead Mets past Diamondbacks 3-1 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pete 
Alonso hit two home runs 
to take the major league 
lead, Jacob deGrom struck 
out 11 and the New York 
Mets beat the Arizona Dia¬ 
mondbacks 3-1 Monday 
night in the opener of a 
crucial four-game series for 
both teams. 

The Diamondbacks slipped 
to 2 Vi games behind the 
Cubs for the second NL 
wild-card spot and the 
Mets trail by four. 

Alonso hit a solo drive in the 
first inning, then connected 
for his 47th home run in the 
fifth. He moved two ahead 
Mike Trout for most in the 
majors and closed within 
five of Aaron Judge’s rook¬ 
ie record set two years ago. 
DeGrom (9-8) allowed one 
run and three hits in sev¬ 
en innings. He gave up a 
home run to former team¬ 
mate Wilmer Flores in the 
fifth. 

Seth Lugo pitched two in¬ 
nings for his fifth save. 

Merrill Kelly (10-14) allowed 
three runs on seven hits in 
six innings. 

BRAVES 7, PHILLIES 2 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Mike 
Foltynewicz threw seven 
impressive innings. Josh 
Donaldson and Ronald 
Acuna Jr. hit homers and 
NL East-leading Atlanta 
beat Philadelphia. 

Atlanta increased its lead 
over Washington to 914 
games and reduced its 



New York Mets Pete Alonso watches his solo home run during the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Monday, Sept. 9, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


magic number to 10 with 
17 games remaining. The 
Phillies fell three games be¬ 
hind the Cubs for the sec¬ 
ond wild-card spot in the 
NL. 

Foltynewicz (6-5) retired the 
first 13 batters before Corey 
Dickerson went deep in the 
fifth. He gave up three hits, 
one run and struck out sev¬ 
en. The right-hander won 
his fifth straight decision. 
Aaron Nola (12-5) gave up 
four runs and six hits in six in¬ 
nings. The Phillies have lost 
their ace's last four starts. 
Cesar Hernandez hit a solo 
homer off Josh Tomlin in the 
ninth to cap the scoring. 
BREWERS 8, MARLINS 3 


MIAMI (AP) — Rookie Trent 
Grisham had a career-high 
five hits and drove in two 
runs, and Milwaukee won 
its fourth straight. 

Yasmani Grandal hit a two- 
run homer and Lorenzo 
Cain had three hits and 
knocked in a run for the 
Brewers in a game that last¬ 
ed 4 hours, 8 minutes. 
Milwaukee moved within six 
games of idle first-place St. 
Louis in the NL Central. The 
Brewers remain two games 
out of the second wild¬ 
card spot occupied by the 
division rival Chicago Cubs. 
The game featured 15 
pitchers who combined 
for 14 walks. The Marlins 


loaded the bases in four in¬ 
nings while the Brewers did 
it three times. 

PIRATES 6, GIANTS 4 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Rookie Bryan Reynolds hit a 
go-ahead single against his 
former team during a four- 
run rally in the ninth inning 
that sent Pittsburgh over 
San Francisco. 

Down 4-2, the Pirates used 
three pinch-hitters and 
came back against three 
Giants relievers in the ninth. 
Kevin Newman hit a tying, 
two-run single with one out 
and Reynolds with an RBI 
single off Jandel Gustave. 
Jose Osuna added a sacri¬ 
fice fly in the ninth for insur¬ 



ance. 

Fernando Abad (0-2) gave 
up two hits and a walk 
while getting only one out. 
Richard Rodriguez (4-5) 
pitched a scoreless eighth 
inning. Felipe Vazquez 
worked the ninth for his 
26th save in 29 chances. 
Brandon Belt had three hits, 
including a two-run double 
for San Francisco. 

CUBS 10, PADRES 2 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Touted 
prospect Nico Hoerner had 
three hits and four RBIs in 
his big league debut and 
made some nice plays at 
shortstop as Chicago beat 
San Diego and snapped a 
three-game losing streak. 
The 22-year-old Hoerner, 
the Cubs' first-round draft 
pick out of Stanford in 2018, 
was promoted from Dou- 
ble-A Tennessee earlier in 
the day because All-Star 
shortstop Javier Baez and 
Addison Russell are side¬ 
lined by injuries. 

The Cubs hold the NL’s sec¬ 
ond wild-card spot. 
Nicholas Castellanos hit a 
two-run homer and Kyle 
Schwarber had a solo shot 
to back Kyle Hendricks, 
who pitched 5 2/3 strong 
innings. 

Hendricks (10-9) allowed 
two runs, one earned, on 
seven hits while striking out 
five and walking one. 

Cal Quantrill (6-7) allowed 
eight runs and 10 hits in 4 
1/3 innings, struck out five 
and walked two. a 


Report: Schumacher treated in secrecy in Paris hospital 


PARIS (AP) — Seven-time 
Formula One champion 
Michael Schumacher has 
been admitted to a Par¬ 
is hospital to be treated 
Tuesday with cutting-edge 
stem-cell therapy, accord¬ 
ing to a French newspaper. 
The Paris hospitals author¬ 
ity, citing France’s strict 
medical privacy rules, said 
it could not comment on 
the report in Le Parisien that 
Schumacher was admitted 
under tight guard Monday 
to the Georges-Pompidou 
hospital for transfusions 
of inflammation-reducing 
stem cells. 

The newspaper said the 
50-year-old German, who 
suffered a near-fatal brain 



In this Sept. 1, 2012 file photo, Mercedes Grand Prix driver 
Michael Schumacher of Germany celebrates in the paddock 
after the qualifying session ahead the Belgium Formula One 
Grand Prix in Spa-Francorchamps circuit, Belgium. 

Associated Press 


injury in a 2013 skiing ac¬ 
cident in the French Alps, 
was expected to be dis¬ 
charged on Wednesday. 
His long-time manager, Sa¬ 
bine Kehm, had no com¬ 
ment. Following the acci¬ 
dent, Schumacher’s condi¬ 
tion stabilized after he was 
placed in a drug-induced 
coma, from which he later 
emerged. Since Septem¬ 
ber 2014, he has been 
cared for at home on the 
shores of Lake Geneva. 

Le Parisien, citing sources it 
did not name, said Schum¬ 
acher has been treated at 
least twice previously at the 
Georges-Pompidou hos¬ 
pital, admitted each time 
under a false name and 


treated by a small medi¬ 
cal team. Le Parisien pub¬ 
lished a photo of a yellow 
and blue ambulance with 
Geneva plates that it said 
drove Schumacher to the 
hospital on Monday after¬ 
noon. Inside, he was taken 
to a first-floor cardiovascu¬ 
lar unit on a gurney with 
a dark-blue covering that 
hid his face and body. The 
paper said about 10 secu¬ 
rity agents, some equipped 
with earphones, watched 
over the patient. Schum¬ 
acher’s family fiercely pro¬ 
tects his privacy. Thick forest 
around his castle-like home 
and high surrounding walls 
provide sanctuary from fan 
and media intrusion. □ 
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7ie4t & Seafood (ftuM 

ptreutjmNcfi Come & see the spectacular Sunset on the sea 
™™ 3 Ask for our daily chef special 

Our menu offers an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood 

daily by our own fleelL International Dishes and a relaxing Atmosphere. 



at our Captain's Morgan Bar from 4 - 6 pm $5 Bar. 

Ojitn flu Hi fnnit 11 um - 10 pin 

For Reservations call; 5B6S259 
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Lutz’s 58-yard field goal lifts Saints over Texans, 30-28 



New Orleans Saints kicker Wil Lutz (3) kicks a 58 yard field goal as Thomas Morstead (6) holds, at 
the end of regulation, in the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans in 
New Orleans, Monday, Sept. 9, 2019. 


By BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Drew 
Brees and Wil Lutz supplied 
the accuracy and poise 
New Orleans needed to 
overcome another officiat¬ 
ing gaffe and its defense’s 
late collapse. 

Lutz made a 58-yard field 
goal as time expired, and 
the Saints beat the Houston 
Texans 30-28 on Monday 
night in a game that had 
three scoring plays in the 
final minute. 

“That one's got to be a 
top-one moment for me," 
Lutz said, adding that as 
much as he tries to treat 
each kick the same, “I got 
to be honest. That one felt 
a little different.” 

New Orleans had lost its 
previous five season open¬ 
ers. And after last season 
ended with a bitter loss in 
the NFC title game, the 
Saints had expressed ur¬ 
gency to start the 2019 
campaign well. 

“I knew how big this win 
would be,” Lutz said. 

The moment the ball left 
Lutz’s foot, punter Thomas 
Morstead, who holds on 
field goals, turned toward 
his kicker, triumphantly flex¬ 
ing both arms at his side. 
Moments later, the crowd 
noise in the Superdome 
reached an ear-splitting 
crescendo as the ball split 
the uprights and Saints 
players jubilantly streamed 
onto the field. 

Deshaun Watson threw a 
37-yard touchdown pass 
to ex-Saints receiver Ken¬ 
ny Stills with 37 seconds 
left, capping a two-play, 
75-yard drive that put the 
Texans in front after they 
began their final possession 
down by six with 50 sec¬ 
onds left. 

But that left just enough time 
for Brees, who capped a 
370-yard, two-touchdown 
performance by complet¬ 
ing a 15-yard pass to Ted 


Ginn Jr., an 11-yarderto Mi¬ 
chael Thomas and another 
pass to Ginn for 9 yards in 
quick succession. That al¬ 
lowed New Orleans to save 
its final timeout until just 2 
seconds remained and set 
up Lutz’s career-long kick. 
“When you have Drew 
as your quarterback, all I 
cared about was getting 
ready for the kick, because 
I knew with 37 seconds left 
there was going to be a 
chance," Lutz said. 

Had the Saints lost, it would 
have marked the second 
straight game in the Super- 
dome in which a league- 
acknowledged officiating 
mistake worked against 
New Orleans. In last sea¬ 
son’s NFC championship 
game, missed pass interfer¬ 
ence and helmet-to-hel- 
met contact fouls against 
the Los Angeles Rams went 
uncalled in the final min¬ 
utes. This time, a botched 
ruling left the Saints with 15 
fewer seconds to run their 
hurry-up offense at the end 
of the first half. New Orleans 
had to settle for a 56-yard 


field goal try that Lutz nar¬ 
rowly missed. 

The Saints came back from 
an 11-point, third-quarter 
hole to win anyway, but 
Brees wasn’t letting the of¬ 
ficials or the league off the 
hook. 

“That can’t happen. That’s 
a game changer,” Brees 
said. “If we had 15 more 
seconds, are you kidding 
me?” 

The 40-year-old Brees com¬ 
pleted 32 of 43 passes, mir¬ 
roring his NFL-record 74.4 
completion percentage 
last season. 

One of his TD passes went 
to reserve QB and utility 
player Taysom Hill, who also 
subs in as a tight end or slot 
receiver. The other went to 
second-year pro Tre'Quan 
Smith. 

“Playing on the road 
against a great quar¬ 
terback like Drew Brees, 
you've got to be able to 
put the game away,” Wat¬ 
son said. “We had the op¬ 
portunities.” 

CLOCK QUESTIONS 

The officiating mistake oc- 


Associated Press 

curred when replay review 
officials stopped the game 
with 26 seconds left in the 
first half to determine if 
Thomas' catch was long 
enough for a first down af¬ 
ter he was initially marked 
just short. After the review 
resulted in a first down, offi¬ 
cials called for a 10-second 
runoff to begin from when 
the game was stopped, 
not when Thomas came 
down with the ball 15 sec¬ 
onds earlier. 

Brees animatedly disputed 
the decision, which left the 
Saints just 16 seconds to 
work with from their own 47. 
After the game, NFL vice 
president of officiating Al 
Riveron said: “We should 
have reset it to 41 (sec¬ 
onds), not 26, and then 
ultimately to 31 (seconds) 
after the 10-second runoff.” 
Fans in the Superdome, 
who won’t soon forget last 
year's officiating gaffes, 
booed during the runoff 
and after Lutz's long miss. 
STAT LINES 

Thomas caught 10 passes 
for 123 yards, and Ginn’s 


seven-catch, 101-yard 
night was highlighted by 
his 41-yard reception deep 
down field at the 2-minute 
warning. 

Alvin Kamara had 169 yards 
from scrimmage, including 
an 11-yard run set up the 
first score of the final minute 
on Lutz's 47-yard kick. 
Watson completed 20 of 
30 passes for 268 yards and 
three touchdowns — two 
of them to DeAndre Hop¬ 
kins. Watson also ran for a 
21-yard score on a fourth- 
down play. 

The Texans finished with 180 
yards rushing — 68 yards 
more than the Saints al¬ 
lowed in any game last 
season — with Carlos Hyde 
rushing for 83 yards and 
Duke Johnson 57. 
Linebacker Whitney Merci- 
lus intercepted Brees deep 
in Texans territory and also 
had Houston's only sack. 
The Saints, by contrast, had 
six sacks of Watson, two by 
reserve end Trey Hendrick¬ 
son. 

PASS PROTECTION 

Saints right tackle Ryan 
Ramczyk and the offensive 
line kept 2018 AFC sack 
leader J.J. Watt from get¬ 
ting to Brees. 

“We didn’t do a good job 
of stopping the run and 
we didn’t do a good job 
of stopping the pass," Watt 
said, adding that he felt his 
unit let Watson and the Tex¬ 
ans offense down. 

INJURIES 

Saints safety Marcus Wil¬ 
liams, who had a momen¬ 
tum-swinging interception 
in the third quarter, stayed 
down on a knee after 
Johnson's 32-yard run in 
the fourth quarter. He left 
the field on his own after 
a trainer briefly spoke with 
him. 

UP NEXT 

Texans: Hosts Jacksonville 
on Sunday. 

Saints: Visit the Los Angeles 
Rams on SundayO 
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Patriots coaches mum on plans for Brown this week vs. Miami 



New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick watches from 
the sideline in the second half of an NFL football game against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in Foxborough, 
Mass. 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Bill Belichick isn’t con¬ 
cerned about Antonio 
Brown’s past. 

He’s even less concerned 
about anyone outside the 
Patriots organization who 
questions whether Brown 
can fit into New England’s 
system without being dis¬ 
ruptive. 

That’s because he remem¬ 
bers hearing similar senti¬ 
ments about another out¬ 
spoken receiver he traded 
for more than a decade 
ago. 

“It’s the same thing you 
said about Randy Moss 
when we brought him in,” 
Belichick said Tuesday. 
Moss, who clashed with 
the coaching staffs in both 
Minnesota and Oakland 


before being shipped 
to New England in 2007, 
flourished with the Patriots. 
Moss, who was Tom Brady’s 
chief deep threat that sea- 


Associated Press 

son, had a career-high 23 
touchdown receptions and 
1,493 receiving yards on his 
way to earning All-Pro hon¬ 
ors for the fourth and final 


time in his career. Brown 
is coming off his sixth con¬ 
secutive 1,000-yard season, 
but has yet to be on a Su¬ 
per Bowl-winning team. 
How much the Patriots plan 
to use him this week when 
they visit division foe Miami 
remains to be seen. 

“We think he’ll help our 
team, but until we start 
working with him ... and see 
exactly how everything fits 
together and what we can 
develop we'll just have to 
see how that goes," Belich¬ 
ick said. 

While New England’s play¬ 
ers have yet to practice 
this week and officially had 
Tuesday off, Belichick said 
they were “going through 
information with (Brown) 
like we would any new 
player." 

A big part of that acclima¬ 


tion process will be spend¬ 
ing time with offensive co¬ 
ordinator Josh McDaniels, 
who like Belichick, has wit¬ 
nessed Brown’s ability to 
exploit defenses as a mem¬ 
ber of the Steelers. 

But McDaniels was ada¬ 
mant that he won’t change 
anything about his play¬ 
calling approach this week 
just to get Brown involved. 
“We'll see how it goes as 
we go forward, buf certain¬ 
ly we've always had the 
same concept in terms of 
our run game, pass game, 
our offense in general,” 
McDaniels said. 

“We're going to try to throw 
it where we’re supposed to 
throw it and we don’t try to 
force the ball anywhere or 
to anybody because that's 
not necessarily the way we 
do it.’O 


Raiders vs. Broncos 


Continued from Page 18 

“As much as people talked 
about it, I mean my god. 

I feel like somebody was 
smashing my temple on the 
side of the head,” Gruden 
said. “Get over it, man. It's 
over. We were good this 
preseason without him. We 
were fine without him. We 
wish him the best. We gave 
it a shot. Now New England 
gets their turn. Good luck 
to them. I can’t deal with it 
anymore." 

The Raiders (1-0) took out 
any frustration over the 
drama surrounding Brown 
with a convincing win over 
the AFC West rival Bron¬ 
cos (0-1). The offensive line 
cleared holes for Jacobs 
and protected Carr, and 
the defense harassed Joe 
Flacco into three sacks and 
kept Denver out of the end 
zone until 2:15 remained in 
the game. The win spoiled 
the Denver debuts for Flac¬ 
co and coach Vic Fangio 
and ended the NFL’s lon¬ 


gest opening weekend 
winning streak at seven 
games. “Disappointed but 
we're not discouraged,” 
star edge rusher Von Miller 
said. “First game of the sea¬ 
son. Hats off to the Raiders, 
they outplayed us today. 
Killed us on third down 
in the first half.” The final 
scheduled home opener 
af the Coliseum before the 
Raiders planned move to 
Las Vegas next season be¬ 
gan with derisive chants 
from the boisterous fans 
toward Brown. Those only 
grew louder after each 
successful pass play as 
both the fans and Raiders 
players seemed relieved to 
have the monthlong saga 
over Brown in the past. 

He arrived with optimism 
following a trade from Pitts¬ 
burgh in March. But a bi¬ 
zarre foot injury, fight with 
the NFL over his helmet, 
skipped practices, multiple 
fines, a run-in with general 
manager Mike Mayock 
and odd social media posts 



Oakland Raiders quarterback Derek Carr throws during the 
first half of an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos 
Monday, Sept. 9, 2019, in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 


ultimately led to the deci¬ 
sion to release the game’s 
most prolific receiver two 
days before the opener. 
Brown agreed to a deal 
with New England just hours 
after being granted his wish 
to be released by Oakland 
on Saturday and the Raid¬ 
ers wasted little time prov¬ 
ing they had moved on. 
“He’s gone. I wish him the 
best,” Carr said. “There's 
no hurt feelings. There’s no 
anger in me. It stung as a 
friend seeing him go some¬ 


where else, but I wish him 
the best.” The Raiders took 
the opening kickoff and 
marched 75 yards in 10 
plays. Carr completed all 
five passes to four receiv¬ 
ers, capped by an 8-yard 
TD fo Tyrell Williams. 
Oakland added another 
score in the second quar¬ 
ter when Jacobs capped a 
95-yard drive with a 2-yard 
run to make it 14-0. Jacobs 
scored again in the fourth 
quarter, becoming the first 
Raider to run for two TDs in 


his debut. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

Carr completed 22 of 26 
passes for 259 yards and 
wasn't sacked once after 
going down 51 times last 
year.... Jacobs had 23 car¬ 
ries for 85 yards and a 28- 
yard reception. ... Wiliams 
had six catches for 105 
yards, including a game¬ 
sealing 10-yard catch on 
third down after the two- 
minute warning. ... Flacco 
was 21 for 31 for 268 yards 
wifh a 1 -yard TD pass to Em¬ 
manuel Sanders in Sanders' 
first game back from a rup¬ 
tured Achilles' tendon. 
UNDER PRESSURE 
After recording an NFL-low 
13 sacks last year following 
the trade of Khalil Mack, 
the Raiders got off to a 
much better start this year 
with the pass rush, sacking 
Flacco three times. Benson 
Mayowa had two sacks, 
becoming the first Oakland 
player to record more than 
one in a game since Mack 
had two against Denver on 
Dec. 17, 2017. Rookie Clelin 
Ferrell also had one. □ 
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NHL camps opening with list of unsigned free agents 



In this April 12, 2019, file photo, Tampa Bay Lightning center Brayden Point (21) is shown during the 
second period of Game 2 of an NHL Eastern Conference first-round hockey playoff series against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets, in Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 

P.K. Subban doesn’t want 
to give advice to all the 
unsigned young players 
around the NHL. He just 
vividly remembers his own 
experience as a restricted 
free agent. 

Before he signed a short, 
so-called “bridge” con¬ 
tract, he took some moth¬ 
erly advice. 

“My mom picked up the 
phone and called me and 
said: ‘P.K., listen, you're 
young still. You have lots of 
time. If you’re ready to go 
and play, go play,”’ Sub¬ 
ban recalled. “And I went 
and played and won the 
Norris Trophy.” 

Almost a dozen prominent 
restricted free agents re¬ 
main unsigned on the eve 
of training camps around 
the league, and several 
situations threaten to linger 
into the season, like Subban 
in 2013 and Toronto’s Wil¬ 
liam Nylander a year ago. 
Maple Leafs teammate 
Mitch Marner, Tampa Bay’s 
Brayden Point, Philadel¬ 
phia’s Ivan Provorov and 
Travis Konecny, Colorado's 
Mikko Rantanen, Boston's 
Charlie McAvoy and Bran¬ 
don Carlo, and Winnipeg's 
Patrik Laine and Kyle Con¬ 
nor could all be conspicu¬ 
ously absent when camps 
open this week. 
“Everybody’s waiting on 
somebody to make a 
move,” Toronto center Aus- 
ton Matthews said. “I'm 


surprised there’s lots of 
guys. It’s not just (Marner). 
You've got a lot of really 
good players that aren’t 
signed yet. I guess every¬ 
body's just kind of playing 
the waiting game." Domi¬ 
noes could start to fall after 
Columbus signed restricted 
free agent defenseman 
Zach Werenski to a $15 mil¬ 
lion, three-year deal and 
New Jersey gave forward 
Pavel Zacha $6.75 million 
over three years . The salary 
cap is a concern: Toronto 
will have to use long-term 
injury allowance to get 
Marner under contract, 
Tampa Bay has less than 
$9 million in cap space for 


Point, Boston is roughly $7 
million under with McAvoy 
and Carlo unsigned, and 
Winnipeg has $15 million for 
both Laine and Connor. 
“Everybody's got room to 
do what they need to do," 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman said. “You’re not 
looking at situations where 
the restricted free agents 
haven’t been made sub¬ 
stantial offers. It's they and 
their agents want more. I 
respect that." 

NHLPA executive director 
Don Fehr said he would like 
all those players to have 
the contracts they want 
but acknowledged, “That's 
not probably the world 


we live in.” The ongoing 
contract stalemates have 
sparked plenty of questions 
about the lack of rights for 
restricted free agents and 
the trend toward younger 
players wanting to cash in 
on their second contracts. 
“The team has you in a cer¬ 
tain situation where you 
have no rights, so you don’t 
have much of a say,” Bos¬ 
ton defenseman Torey Krug 
said. “That’s how it’s set up. 
Those guys will make their 
big bucks later on or what¬ 
ever. It's just how it works.” 
Krug said, “If you just look 
at the star power, it's po¬ 
tentially damaging to some 
teams” if they can’t get 


their restricted free agents 
signed in time for the start 
of the season. 

Nylander missed the first 
two months last season 
when contract talks were 
at an impasse. Things could 
also drag out with Marner 
and others. “Every player 
just wants a deal that they 
think that they deserve," 
Nylander said. “There's al¬ 
ways going back and forth, 
and sometimes there's no 
talking at all. ... It's always 
a tough process. In the end 
it'll work out for both sides.” 
It didn’t work out between 
Edmonton and restricted 
free agent forward Jesse 
Puljujarvi, who took his tal¬ 
ents back to Finland for the 
season. Zacha was in talks 
to play in the KHL before 
signing wifh the Devils on 
Tuesday. “Everyone wants 
them back,” forward Niko- 
laj Ehlers said. “If we don't 
have those two guys for 
the whole season, which I 
don’t think is going to hap¬ 
pen, then it does change 
our team a little bit be¬ 
cause then we’ve lost a lot 
of players. As of righf now, I 
obviously see them coming 
back, hopefully coming to 
camp, but coming back to 
our team and then it's look¬ 
ing good.” 

The Bruins without McA¬ 
voy and Carlo and the Fly¬ 
ers without Provorov and 
Konecny are in a similar 
spot. Boston could be with¬ 
out half of its top four on 
defense. □ 


Europe beats U.S. in track 
and field match meet 



United States’ Brittney Reese competes in the women’s long 
jump final during the Match Europe against USA athletics 
competition on the Dinamo stadium in Minsk, Belarus, 
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 


MINSK, Belarus (AP) — 

Europe beat the United 
States on Tuesday to win 
the inaugural edition of 
“The Match,” a new team 
competition in track and 
field. 

Europe pulled away from 
the U.S. on the second 
and final day of the com¬ 
petition to win by 724.5 
points to 601.5 from 37 
events. 

With the world champion¬ 
ships just over two weeks 
away, some medal con¬ 
tenders used the event 


as a tune-up, and oth¬ 
ers skipped it entirely. 
The competition saw four 
athletes from the U.S. and 
four from Europe enter 
each event. The teams 
were then awarded points 
based on the placements 
in each event. 

The world champion over 
200 meters, Ramil Guliyev 
of Turkey, won his event 
comfortably in 20.16 sec¬ 
onds, far slower fhan his 
season best. Olympic 
bronze medalist Ashley 
Spencer fell while leading 


the 400 hurdles, with victo¬ 
ry going to Ukraine's Anna 
Ryzhykova. 

World high jump champi¬ 
on Mariya Lasitskene from 
Russia saw her unbeaten 
streak going back to Jan¬ 
uary ended as she finished 
third, behind winner Yu¬ 
lia Levchenko of Ukraine. 
Nasfassia Mironchyk-lva- 
nova won the long jump, 
while two-time Olympic 
medalist Brittney Reese 
took third. 

On Monday, Belarus’ 
Maksim Nedasekau won 


the men’s high jump with 
2.35 meters, the best in the 
world this season. Six-time 
Olympic gold medalist Al- 


lyson Felix was beaten by 
fellow American Wade¬ 
line Jonafhas in the 400 
final MondayO 








By Dr. Carlos Viana 

Something that is necessary is considered ‘essential’. Breathing, the abil¬ 
ity to drink water, eat, digest and absorb your food is metabolically es¬ 
sential. Metabolic or metabolism means, the breakdown and changing 
of food into energy to fuel the body. 

When a clinical nutritionist discusses metabolism of food, they include- 
three food groups, protein, fat and carbohydrates. Protein is found in 
animal muscle and organ, such as meat, fish, poultry, eggs and dairy. 
Proteins exist throughout your body in everything from muscles and or¬ 
gans to bones, skin, and hair. The body does not store protein like it does 
other nutrients. Complete sources of protein which contain all the amino 
acids your body needs to function effectively are called essential. Es¬ 
sential amino acidscannot be made by the body, they must come from 
your food. 

Plant-based foods rich in protein includelentils, nuts, beans, peas, certain 
fruit, such as avocados, grains like; hemp, quinoa, millet and amaranth. 
Many vegetables also contain high amounts of protein. Whether you are 
getting your it from animal or plant source, it is essential togood health 
to eat protein. 



Essential Health 


The worse medical advice has 
been to eat “fat free” and take 
cholesterol lowering medication. 
Your brain is brain is 60% fat, so why 
do you want to reduce the amount 
of fat you eat. Cholesterol, afat-like 
substance is naturally made by the 
body. Most of thecholesterol in our 
bloodstream75%, is produced by 
the liver, and only the remaining 
25% comes from the foods we eat. 
Many animal and vegetable fats 
and oils are called Fatty acids. 
Essential fatty acids, necessary 
for the body are polyunsaturated 
(healthy) .That are synthesized by 
plants, not your body and therefore 
are dietary requirements.Foods 
and oils with high amounts of poly¬ 
unsaturated fats include olive oil, 
walnuts, sunflower seeds, flax seeds 
or flax oil, oily fish, such as: salmon, 
mackerel, herring, albacore tuna, 
and trout. Not only are they essen¬ 
tial, for you, polyunsaturated and 
monounsaturated fats are healthy. 
Older people with high cholesterol 
levels will live longer. The fat from 
food is a major source of energy. It 
helps you absorb some of your vi¬ 
tamins and minerals. Fat is needed 
to build cell membranes or walls 
as well as the protective cover 
surrounding nerves. Fat is essential 
for blood clotting, muscle move¬ 
ment, reducing inflammation and 
making hormones like estrogen, 
testosterone and adrenalin. Cho¬ 
lesterol is essential for your body 
to produce vitamin D, necessary 
forabsorption of calcium from your 
food. Dark green, leafy vegetables 
are the best available sources of 
calcium. 

The third food group is carbohy¬ 
drates. The two main forms of car¬ 
bohydrates are sugars (such as 
fructose, glucose, and lactose) 
and starches, which are found in 
foods such as starchy vegetables 
(potatoes, corn and beans) and 
grains like, rice, breads, and cere¬ 
als. There are NO essential carbo¬ 


hydrates. You will hear dieticians 
discussing “good carbohydrates 
and bad carbohydrates” but you 
do not need to eat any to be 
healthy. Generally, “Bad” carbo¬ 
hydrates are white. White bread, 
sugar, potatoes, rice and of course 
processed foods, snacks and sug¬ 
ary drinks. “Good” carbohydrates 
includewhole grains, like pure oats, 
quinoa, brown rice, millet and am¬ 
aranth. But they are not essential, 
you can live without them. There is 
a small amount of carbohydrates 
in vegetables, fruit, beans and 
milk products, which also include 
healthier proteins and fats. 

Your body breaks down most car¬ 
bohydrates into the sugar, glu¬ 
cose which is absorbed into the 
bloodstream. Although your brain 
is mostly fat, it runs on glucose, so 
your brain needs sugar or glucose. 
Some brain disorders have shown 
improvement with sugar made by 
the breakdown of protein and/or 
fat, not carbohydrates. Your body 
breaks down fats into glycerol 
and fatty acids. These fatty acids 
can then be broken down directly 
forenergy or can be used to make 
glucose through a multi-step pro¬ 
cess. In that process, your liver uses 
essential amino acids to create this 
glucose. 

Get The Point! Eating the freshest 
unprocessed food possible includ¬ 
ing your essential nutrients, amino 
acids and fatty acids, vitamins and 
minerals is vital for good health. No 
or low-carb diets are not new, they 
have been around a long time and 
shown to work under many “diets” 
names. Nutritional science shows 
a low-carb diet reduces appetite, 
supports abdominal fat loss, lowers 
triglycerides (“Bad” fats) increases 
good fats, reduces blood sugar 
and other health benefits. A clini¬ 
cal nutritionist can evaluate your 
individual needs and help you set 
up a personal plan addressing your 
best health.Q 
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Millennial Money: Decode your credit card terms like a pro 


By MELISSA LAMBARENA 
Associated Press 

Sifting through a credit 
card’s terms and condi¬ 
tions can be daunting. 
The language isn’t always 
straightforward, and it's not 
uncommon to feel lost. 
Two-thirds of consumers 
report fully understanding 
credit cards’ rewards of¬ 
ferings, according to J.D. 
Power's 2019 Credit Card 
Satisfaction Study . And 
cardholder satisfaction 
with issuers' explanation of 
terms scored low in com¬ 
parison to other card fea¬ 
tures and services. 

But the more you under¬ 
stand your card, the bet¬ 
ter financial decisions you’ll 
make. “I’m big on calling 
the company and asking 
them to walk me through 
it,” says Jamila Souffrant, 
creator of Journey to 
Launch, a personal finance 
blog and podcast. 

Here’s what to think about 
while navigating your 
card’s fine print. 

HOW MUCH WILL THE CARD 
COST? 

You can understand the 
long-term expenses of 
carrying a credit card by 
reviewing the card agree¬ 
ment that comes with it. 
Identify every potential 
charge and stay organized. 
“Have all the material laid 
out in front of you, pull out 
your highlighter, and iden¬ 
tify the key pieces of infor¬ 
mation that you need to 
be aware of — the inter¬ 
est rate, any fees, condi¬ 
tions, things of that nature,” 
says Yusuf Abugideiri, a 



This Aug. 11, 2019 file photo shows Visa credit cards in New Orleans. 


certified financial planner 
at Yeske Buie, a financial 
planning firm. Start with the 
Schumer box, a hard-to- 
miss table on the first page 
of your card agreement 
that lists fees and interest 
rates, including: — ANNUAL 
PERCENTAGE RATES. Your 
“standard variable APR for 
purchases” is the interest 
owed for purchases when 
you carry a balance. Your 
APR will vary based on the 
card and your creditwor¬ 
thiness, but the average 
APR in the second quarter 
of 2019 for credit card ac¬ 
counts that incurred interest 
was 17.14%. You can avoid 
interest charges by pay¬ 
ing your bill in full monthly. 
Note that some cards have 
different APRs for things like 


balance transfers and cash 
advances. 

— INTEREST-FREE INTRO¬ 
DUCTORY OFFERS. Some 
cards feature a 0% intro 
APR offer that can help you 
finance a large purchase 
interest-free for a period 
of time, or help you pay 
down an existing balance 
faster by moving it to the 
card. Note that this is differ¬ 
ent from a deferred interest 
offer . In these cases, “in¬ 
terest is actually accruing 
and if you don’t pay the 
entire balance off before 
(the promotional period ex¬ 
pires), you're going to get 
socked retroactively with 
all of that interest,” says 
Chi Chi Wu, staff attorney 
at the National Consumer 
Law Center. Make a note 


Associated Press 

of the expiration date. 

— ANNUAL FEES. Annual 
fees are typical on rewards 
cards or cards for those with 
poor credit (typically credit 
scores of 629 or below). For 
rewards cards, Souffrant 
says she looks for perks that 
can offset the fee. Cards 
designed for poor credit 
usually don’t offer rewards. 
A better choice might be 
a no-annual-fee secured 
credit card. These require a 
cash deposit upfront, typi¬ 
cally a few hundred dollars, 
which becomes your credit 
limit. You get the money 
back when you graduate 
to an unsecured card or 
close the account in good 
standing. 

— OTHER FEES. Look for 
fees on things like cash ad- 


US job openings fell 0.4% in July 


By BANI SAPRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of open U.S. jobs 
slipped 0.4% in July, while 
hires climbed slightly, a sign 
that some employers may 
be growing cautious amid 
rising economic uncertain¬ 
ty. 

The Labor Department 
said Tuesday that employ¬ 
ers advertised 7.22 mil¬ 
lion available jobs in July, 
down from a revised 7.25 
million in June. Job open¬ 
ings reached a peak of 
7.6 million last November 


but have fallen by about 
400,000 since then. This is 
the second consecutive 
month in which job open¬ 
ings have declined. 

Still, total hiring edged up 
to 6 million. The number 
of quits, which tends to in¬ 
crease when people are 
confident in the prospect 
of finding a new job, rose 
to 3.6 million. 

The figures point to a large¬ 
ly healthy job outlook, said 
Daniel Silver, an economist 
at JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
in a note to clients. 

“Like many other recent la¬ 


bor market indicators, the 
JOLTS report signals that 
job market conditions are 
reasonably healthy, but 


that they are not as up¬ 
beat as they were at some 
earlier stages of the expan¬ 
sion," Silver saidO 
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vances, balance transfers 
or late payments. You can 
avoid some of these fairly 
easily, but others may be 
inevitable, depending on 
your habits. For example, if 
your card carries a foreign 
transaction fee, you’ll be 
charged each time you 
use it overseas. 

ARE THERE REWARD LIMITA¬ 
TIONS? 

If your card offers a re¬ 
wards program, its terms 
might be included in the 
general card agreement 
orin a separate document. 
Here’s what to look for: 

— SIGN-UP BONUSES. 
While these can be gener¬ 
ous, you’ll have to meet a 
spending threshold first — 
typically several thousand 
dollars — within a certain 
time period. Don’t over¬ 
spend just to earn a bonus; 
make sure you can truly 
afford it, Abugideiri says. If 
you plan to keep the card 
long term, its ongoing re¬ 
wards will be more impor¬ 
tant than a one-time bo¬ 
nus. 

— REDEMPTION VALUES. 

Terms and conditions often 
note that reward values 
vary depending on what 
you redeem for, but they 
don’t always specify how 
much each option is worth. 
You may have to log in to 
your account or ask cus¬ 
tomer service. Be aware 
that some cards have mini¬ 
mum required redemp¬ 
tions, meaning you can 
only redeem “starting at 
$25,” or “in $5 increments," 
for example.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Tight hold 
5 Cygnet 
9 _ even keel 
13 Wanderer 

15 Story 

16 Newborn 

17 Mac maker 

18 Plato’s famous 
pupil 

20 Tiny 

21 Summer cooler 

23 Bathroom feature 

24 Youngster 

26 _ Vegas 

27 Remember 
29 Handgun 

32 Tickle pink 

33 Not tactful 
35 Dyer’s tub 

37 Recedes 

38 Giant-killer 

39 Ricky Ricardo’s 
portrayer 

40 Chat room laugh 

41 Wild animal 

42 Sicker than 
before 

43 Riches 

45 Deep-seated 
ill will 

46 Nickname for 
Dorothy 

47 Swamp 

48 Not formal 

51 Hang-_; 
personal issues 

52 30-day mo. 

55 Still the same 
58 See eye to eye 

60 Leave suddenly 

61 _ palms; do a 
fortune-teller’s 
job 

62 Salary 

63 Former mates 

64 Energetic 

65 Accessory with a 
buckle 

DOWN 

1 Chew like a 
beaver 

2 Pulley maker’s 
need 

3 Flawless 

4 Crony 
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5 Can’t hate 

6 Major conflict 

7 Muhammad _ 

8 Baby bird 

9 Reed player 

10 Countrywide: 
abbr. 

11 Skillful 

12 Khrushchev’s 
refusal 

14 Besmirch 

19 Eggs’ 
accompaniment 

22 TV’s in the 
Family” 

25 Head toppers 

27 Rod and 
fishing gear 

28 Shove 

29 Grid play 

30 Engage in price 
gouging 

31 Lariat 

33 Uninteresting 

34 Fleur-de-_ 

36 Bleachers level 

38 Homesteaders 

39 Puts on, as 
clothing 
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41 Balloon 49 Healthy as _ 

42 Capital city in 50 For on the 

Europe market 

44 Men and women 53 Prepare to eat a 

45 Lil Wayne’s banana 

music 54 Nap 

47 Like a garden 56 Ad_ 

after the rain 57 Cochlea’s place 

48 Six-sided figure 59 Chew the fat 
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Man charged 
with stabbing, 
then 

strangling 

girlfriend's 

dog 

Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — A 

Missouri man has been 
charged with stabbing his 
girlfriend's dog, then stran¬ 
gling the animal to death 
after getting into a vehicle 
to take it to a veterinarian. 
Mark Michael Jones Jr., 
of Columbia, is jailed on 
$10,000 bond after he was 
charged last week with 
a felony count of animal 
abuse. No attorney is listed 
for him in online court re¬ 
cords. 

The Columbia Missourian 
reports that on Aug. 25 
the girlfriend heard her 
dog yelp multiple times. 
The probable cause state¬ 
ment says she found the 
dog with two stab wounds. 
Jones was in the apart¬ 
ment kitchen holding a 
knife. 

The statement says that 
when the two got into a 
vehicle to take the dog to 
a veterinarian, Jones stran¬ 
gled the animal. 

The statement says 
Jones admitted to taking 
ecstasy.Q 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale / Investment 

House at Pos Abao/ Noord with 
4 apartments, being used now 
for short term rentals and for 
$475,000 

Call Mito at 593 6318 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Spacious House in Ruby/Noord 
3 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 
pool, build-up 320 m2 and for 
$446,000 including furnitures 
and appliances 
Contact Mito at 593 6318 

_ 211711 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Commercial property close to 
the new Container Port in 
Barcadera, build-up 424 m2, 
land 2400 m2 for $337,078. 

For more details 
contact Mito at 593 6318 
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Halley Time Travel 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio Week # 35 and 36 
2 sd floor on the beach front 
villas 

31 weeks remain each $4500 
each 

studio wk # 37 room #832 
30 weeks remain $6K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 35 

3rd Floor Overlook Pool/Ocean 

View 

$3500 

1 BR Deluxe WK#9 
3rd floor Ocean Front $ 13 K 

Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 5 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $12K 

2 BR Ocean Front $14K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $9 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


Lilly 
n: un 

rUflb'J'J'A 


dh 


fatebo ok. co m/arubatoday / 


TsDAY 


Bondia 


How to m 




* 

ft 

Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2,650 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $2,650 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 1 Ok 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 


www.conciergerealty.com 



Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aru ba Ai rport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 11 

Monarch 
September 12 

Carnival Horizon 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Scientists rethink Alzheimer’s, diversifying the drug search 



In this Aug. 14,2019 photo provided by the University of Kentucky, Donna Wilcock, of the Sanders- 
Brown Center on Aging, holds a brain in her lab in Lexington, Ky. 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

When researchers at the 
University of Kentucky 
compare brains donated 
from people who died with 
dementia, very rarely do 
they find one that bears 
only Alzheimer’s trademark 
plaques and tangles — no 
other damage. 

If they do, “we call it a uni¬ 
corn," said Donna Wilcock, 
an Alzheimer's specialist at 
the university’s aging cen¬ 
ter. Contrary to popular 
perception, “there are a lot 
of changes that happen in 
the aging brain that lead 
to dementia in addition to 
plaques and tangles.” 

That hard-won lesson helps 
explain how scientists are 
rethinking Alzheimer’s. 

For years researchers have 
been guided by one lead¬ 
ing theory — that getting rid 
of a buildup of a sticky pro¬ 
tein called amyloid would 
ease the mind-robbing dis¬ 
ease. Yet drug after drug 
has failed. They might clear 
out the gunk, but they’re 
not stopping Alzheimer's in¬ 
evitable worsening. 

The new mantra: diversify. 
With more money — the 
government had a record 
$2.4 billion to spend on Al¬ 
zheimer's research this year 
— the focus has shifted to 
exploring multiple novel 
ways of attacking a dis¬ 
ease now considered too 
complex for a one-size-fits- 
all solution. 

On the list, researchers are 
targeting the brain’s spe¬ 
cialized immune system, 
fighting inflammation, even 
asking if simmering infec¬ 
tions play a role. 

Some even are looking be¬ 
yond drugs, testing if electri¬ 
cal zaps in the brain, along 
a corridor of neural con¬ 
nections, might activate it 
in ways that slow Alzheim¬ 
er's damage. Tuesday, 


doctors at Barrow Neuro¬ 
logical Institute in Phoenix 
announced they had im¬ 
planted a pacemaker-like 
“deep brain stimulation” 
device into the first of more 
than 200 patients for an in¬ 
ternational study. 

Most of the fresh starts for 
drugs are in the earliest re¬ 
search stages. 

It's far from clear that any 
will pan out, but “the field 
is now much more open- 
minded than it ever was to 
alternative ideas,” Wilcock 
said. 

BREAKING THE PLAQUE AND 
TANGLE LINK 

No one knows what causes 
Alzheimer’s but amyloid de¬ 
posits were an obvious first 
suspect, easy to spot when 
examining brain tissue. But 
it turns out that gunk starts 
silently building up 20 years 
before any memory loss, 
and by itself it’s not enough 
to cause degeneration. 
Sometime after plaques 
appear, another protein 
named tau starts form¬ 


ing tangles inside neurons, 
heralding cell death and 
memory loss. 

But again, not always: Au¬ 
topsies show sometimes 
people die with large 
amounts of both plaques 
and tangles, yet escape 
dementia. 

So something else — may¬ 
be several other things — 
also must play a role. One 
possible culprit: The brain's 
unique immune cells, 
called microglia (my-kroh- 
GLEE’-ah). 

No surprise if you’ve never 
heard of microglia. Neu¬ 
rons are the brain’s rock 
stars, the nerve cells that 
work together to transmit 
information like memo¬ 
ries. Microglia are part of 
a different family of cells 
long regarded as the neu¬ 
rons' support staff. But “it's 
becoming clear they’re 
much more active and 
play a much more signifi¬ 
cant role,” said Dr. Richard 
Hodes, director of the Na¬ 
tional Institute on Aging. 
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Associated Press 

One microglial job is to 
gobble up toxic proteins 
and cellular debris. Recent¬ 
ly, a mutation in a gene 
called TREM2 was found 
to weaken microglia and 
increase the risk of Alzheim¬ 
er’s. Dr. David Holtzman at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis took a closer look — 
and says microglia may be 
key to how the amyloid-tau 
duo turns toxic. 

In donated human brains, 
his team found more tau 
tangles clustered around 
amyloid plaques when 
people harbored microg¬ 
lia-weakening TREM2 mu¬ 
tations. 

The researchers altered 
the TREM2 gene in mice 
and seeded their brains 
with a little human tau. 
Sure enough, more tangles 
formed next to plaques in 
mice with weak microglia 
than in those with func¬ 
tional immune cells, they 
recently reported in Nature 
Neuroscience. 

Why? Normal microglia 
seem to restrict amyloid 
plaques, which limits dam¬ 
age to surrounding tissue — 
damage that can make it 
easier for tau to take hold, 
he explained. 

While it was known that 
amyloid buildup drives tau 
tangles, “we never had a 
good clue as to how it is 
doing that,” Holtzman said. 
The new findings “would ar¬ 


gue that these cells are sort 
of a missing link." 
Separately, biotech com¬ 
pany Alector Inc. has be¬ 
gun first-step patient test¬ 
ing of a drug designed to 
boost TREM2 and better 
activate microglia. 

THE GERM CONUNDRUM 
Could gum disease or her¬ 
pes be to blame? The idea 
that infections earlier in life 
could set the stage for Al¬ 
zheimer's decades later 
has simmered on the edge 
of mainstream medicine, 
but it's getting new atten¬ 
tion. 

It sounds weird, but both 
the germ that causes gum 
disease and different strains 
of herpes viruses have 
been found in Alzheimer's- 
affected brain tissue. 
Researchers in New York 
are testing the herpes drug 
valacyclovir in 130 people 
with mild Alzheimer’s who 
have evidence of infection 
with certain herpes strains. 
And Cortexyme Inc. is en¬ 
rolling more than 500 early- 
stage patients around the 
country to test a drug that 
targets potentially neuron¬ 
damaging substances pro¬ 
duced by gingivitis bacte¬ 
ria. 

Whether the germ theory 
is a worthwhile pursuit was 
hotly debated at an inter¬ 
national Alzheimer's As¬ 
sociation meeting in July. 
One skeptic, Dr. Todd Gol- 
de of the University of Flor¬ 
ida, cautioned that germs’ 
mere presence doesn't 
mean they caused de¬ 
mentia — they could be a 
consequence of it. 

Still, a 2018 study from Tai¬ 
wan offered a hint that 
treating herpes infection 
might lower later dementia 
risk. And a U.S. study found 
certain herpes viruses af¬ 
fected the behavior of Al¬ 
zheimer's-related genes. 
“Maybe these are just op¬ 
portunistic pathogens that 
have space to spring up 
in the brains of people af¬ 
fected with Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease,” said Benjamin Read- 
head of Arizona State Uni¬ 
versity, who co-authored 
that U.S. paper. 

But, “it looks at least plau¬ 
sible that some of these 
pathogens are capable of 
acting as accelerants of 
disease. ’’□ 
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“The Only Plane in the Sky” is compelling history of 9/11 


By WILL LESTER 
Associated Press 

“The Only Plane in the Sky: 
an Oral History of 9/11" 
(Avid Reader Press), by 
Garrett M. Graff 
People born at least a 
quarter-century ago prob¬ 
ably remember the exact 
details of what they were 
doing on that beauti¬ 
ful blue September day 
when terror was unleashed 
across the country. 

Now, 18 years later, the 
memories of hundreds of 
firsthand witnesses tell the 
story of the 9/11 attacks 
in their own words, provid¬ 
ing a riveting step-by-step 
account of the day that 
brought out the best in 
many Americans. 

Garrett M. Graff and his 
team have assembled in¬ 
terviews from 480 people 
who share their terrifying 
and often inspirational 
memories of the day when 
hijackers used two pas¬ 
senger planes as weapons 
to topple the twin towers 
of the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter and another to attack 
the Pentagon. A fourth hi¬ 
jacked plane went down 
in flames when heroic pas¬ 
sengers fought back to 
bring it down in rural Penn¬ 
sylvania before it could 
strike another high-profile 
target, probably in Wash¬ 
ington. 

The technique of letting 
the witnesses tell the story 
does a remarkable job of 
bringing to life the horrific 
day in a way that a writer's 
narrative would have a 
hard time matching. 

The day starts with people 
going through their morn¬ 
ing routines before work, 
admiring the spectacular 
September day and then 
coming to the realization, 
often haltingly, that this 
would be the most fright¬ 
ening day of their lives. 
People were just settling 
in for the workday or just 
arriving at work when a 
plane hijacked from Bos¬ 
ton crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center at 8:46 a.m. 

Most people are aware of 
the events that followed, 
but what has faded from 
memory over the years 
are the dramatic details, 
like the emotional ac- 



GARRETT M GRAFF 

AN ORAL 
HISTORY 
OF 9/11 


This cover image released by Avid Reader Press shows “The 
Only Plane in the Sky: An Oral History of 9/11,” by Garrett M. 
Graff. 

Associated Press 


counts of people telling 
their loved ones that they 
were trapped in the upper 
floors of the towers or on hi¬ 
jacked planes, the gradual 
realization that the towers 
had been hit by passenger 
jets, the eventual crash¬ 
ing of those towers and 
the suffocating clouds of 
dust that made it impos¬ 
sible to breathe and sent 
legions of New Yorkers flee¬ 
ing through the streets like 
a scene from a sci-fi movie, 
and the incredibly coura¬ 
geous decision to over¬ 
power the hijackers and 
bring down United 93 over 
Pennsylvania. 

The oral history details the 
decisions of the President 
George W. Bush adminis¬ 
tration on how to deal with 
a terror attack of unknown 
dimensions, the delibera¬ 


tions of passengers on 
United 93 to fight back, the 
frantic phone calls to loved 
ones trapped in the tow¬ 
ers and planes, the peo¬ 
ple leaping from dozens 
of floors up to their death 
and, throughout, the hero¬ 
ism and humanity of all in¬ 
volved, especially the res¬ 
cue workers. 

It makes for a gripping read 
— and a reminder of the 
country at its best while un¬ 
der attack. 

President Bush summed it 
up well in his address to the 
nation that night. 

“Today, our nation saw evil, 
the very worst of human 
nature and we responded 
with the best of America, 
with the daring of our res¬ 
cue workers, with the car¬ 
ing for strangers and neigh¬ 
bors ...”□ 




Please note: Receive SI 0 FREE Slot 
Play when you sign up and become a VtP 
Player's Club Member, Limit one per 
person. Must be 18 years or older.Photo ID 
required upon redemption of this coupon. 
Coupon Is not redeemable for cash. 
Management reserves the right to change 
promotion without notice. 
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Waititi’s ‘Jo o Rabbit’ finds a mixed response in Toronto 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — It’s just 
a few hours before “Jojo 
Rabbit” will make its world 
premiere at the Toronto 
International Film Festival, 
and writer-director Taika 
Waititi is still figuring out 
how to talk about it. 

“I’m still learning, really, 
how to describe it,” Waititi 
says. 

It’s no easy task. But, then 


again, it was even harder 
when Waititi was pitching 
“Jojo Rabbit” to film ex¬ 
ecutives. “You don't walk 
into a studio and say: ‘Nazi 
comedy!”’ he says. 

“Jojo Rabbit” is as singular 
as its director, the New Zea¬ 
land filmmaker of absurdist 
comedies (“What We Do in 
the Shadows," ‘’The Hunt 
for the Wilderpeople”) 
who's coming off helm¬ 
ing the 2017 Marvel smash 
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This Sept. 8, 2019 photo shows writer-director-actor Taika Waititi 
posing for a portrait to promote his film, “Jojo Rabbit,” at the 
Fairmont Royal York Hotel during the Toronto International Film 
Festival in Toronto. 


“Thor: Ragnarok." It’s a 
coming-of-age story about 
a 10-year-old boy named 
Jojo (Roman Griffin Da¬ 
vis) who lives with his mom 
(Scarlett Johansson) and 
has an imaginary friend he 
talks to for company and 
guidance. 

Oh, and also “Jojo Rabbit” 
is set in Nazi Germany and 
that imaginary friend is Ad¬ 
olf Hitler. 

But that summary doesn't 
really do the job either. 
Hitler, as played with bug¬ 
eyed flair by Waititi, is really 
the young, uncertain boy’s 
confused, half-formed idea 
of Hitler, the man he’s been 
indoctrinated to idolize. 
The movie starts off a mad¬ 
cap comedy and gradu¬ 
ally morphs into something 
sweetly sentimental, as 
Jojo begins questioning 
what he’s been told about 
Jews after discovering one 
(Thomasin McKenzie) living 
in his attic. 

“Jojo Rabbit” is about grow¬ 
ing up in a world where the 
received wisdom is ridicu¬ 
lous. 

“It's vital that we keep re¬ 
telling these stories and 
doing them in inventive 
and interesting ways,” said 
Waititi, alluding to more 
straightforwardly serious 
films about WWII Germany. 
“If that involves adding hu¬ 
mor and absurdity, then so 
be it. It’s still communicat¬ 
ing the same ideas.” 
Whether Waititi managed 
to pull it off was of consid¬ 
erable debate once his film 
did hit audiences Sunday 
night in Toronto. “Jojo Rab¬ 
bit" was hailed as a mas¬ 
terpiece, Waititi's eccen¬ 
tric opus and a worthy heir 
to Charlie Chaplin’s “The 
Dictator” by some, while 
others deemed it a badly 
misjudged misfire that awk¬ 
wardly melds humor with 
atrocity no better than Ro¬ 
berto Benigni's schmaltzy 
“Life Is Beautiful” did two 
decades before it. 
Entertainment Weekly 
called it “an audacious 
piece of Third Reich whim¬ 
sy that almost definitely 
shouldn't work as well as 
it does.” Variety called it 
“’Life Is Beautiful’ made 
with attitude.’” 

“Jojo Rabbit," which Fox 
Searchlight will release Oct. 


18, had come into Toronto 
one of the festival's biggest 
question marks. It might 
leave that way, too. 

Last month. Variety report¬ 
ed that some Disney ex¬ 
ecutives were concerned 
about “Jojo Rabbit” being 
too edgy for the company, 
which earlier this year took 
control of Fox Searchlight 
as part of its larger acqui¬ 
sition of 20th Century Fox. 
One executive reportedly 
worried that the film would 
“alienate Disney fans.” 

But Waititi said he doesn’t 
believe that report. He has 
his own history with Disney. 
Waititi’s “Thor” movie was a 
Disney release and made 
$848 million worldwide. 
He’s set to direct its 2021 
sequel. 

“About a month before 
that article, Iger and Horn 
had seen the film and they 
have been very compli¬ 
mentary. They gushed over 
it,” said Waititi, referring to 
Disney chief executive Bob 
Iger and chief creative of¬ 
ficer Alan Horn. “They’ve 
continued to send me sup¬ 
portive notes about the 
film." 

Waititi also challenged the 
idea that an independent 
film like “Jojo Rabbit” could 
ever be worthy of such 
consternation. 

“It’s like saying, ‘Watch out 
for that “Life Is Beautiful” 
movie. It’s going to bring 
down the corporation,”’ 
said Waititi. “I don't think 


Associated Press 

you have to worry about 
this movie because once 
you see it, it speaks for itself. 
It’s uplifting and it's a very 
positive message.” 
Regardless, “Jojo Rab¬ 
bit” makes for one of the 
more audacious gambits 
by a filmmaker coming 
off a box-office success, 
with industry capital to 
burn. Waititi, who’s Jew¬ 
ish and Maori, from the Te 
Whanau-a-Apanui tribe, 
originally wrote the film 
years ago (before his pre¬ 
vious three features) after 
his mother's description of 
a novel (Christine Leunens’ 
“Caging Skies”) piqued his 
interest. 

“Over a couple years I just 
slowly chipped away at the 
script. I was never really im¬ 
patient to make it. I always 
knew that it was going to 
be a good film and a really 
important story, and that if I 
had to wait, that would be 
fine,” he says. 

While Waititi was on post¬ 
production on “Thor,” 
Searchlight approached 
him about making “Jojo 
Rabbit.” And partially be¬ 
cause there were likely to 
be few takers for the role, 
they suggested Waititi play 
Hitler, too. 

“They convinced me to 
play Adolf. That was never 
really my idea,” said Waititi. 
“Look at me. I’m Polyne¬ 
sian. I’m the least obvious 
choice. But maybe that’s 
why it’s a good choice.”□ 
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Rian Johnson's razor-sharp ‘Knives Out’ revives the whodunit 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The who¬ 
dunit, with its puffy arm¬ 
chairs, missing murder 
weapons and meandering 
trail of clues, never exactly 
went out of favor. But in 
“Knives Out,” Rian Johnson 
has revived the genre with 
an affectionate ode to Ag¬ 
atha Christie that has some 
contemporary twists of its 
own. 

“Knives Out" made its rau¬ 
cous premiere Saturday 
night at the Toronto In¬ 
ternational Film Festival, 
keeping rapt festival audi¬ 
ences engrossed in follow¬ 
ing Johnson's clever genre 
construction and the film’s 
comic and star-studded 
ensemble, all of them 
crowded throughout a lav¬ 
ish country manor that one 
character refers to as “like 
a Clue board.” 

The crime is the apparent 
suicide of the wealthy crime 
novelist Flarlan Thrombey 
(Christopher Plummer). But 
the famous detective Ben¬ 
oit Blanc (Daniel Craig, a 
kind of Louisiana-accented 
version of Christie's Flercule 
Poirot) suspects foul play, 
and he has a colorful cast 
of family members and 
others to investigate includ¬ 
ing Chris Evans, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Don Johnson and 
Ana de Armas. Armas plays 
Thrombey’s faithful immi¬ 



Rian Johnson, writer/director of the film “Knives Out, poses for a portrait at the St. Regis Hotel 
during the Toronto International Film Festival, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, in Toronto. 


grant nurse, whose nation¬ 
ality none of the family can 
get right and who can’t 
help but vomit every time 
she tells a lie. 

Johnson, whose last film 
was the contentious “Star 
Wars" installment “The Last 
Jedi,” has already put his 
deconstructionist touch on 
film noir (“Brick”) and sci- 
fi (“Looper”). But his love 
of whodunits runs deep. 
Fie grew up reading Chris¬ 
tie paperbacks and loving 
their film adaptations — 


particularly those with Pe¬ 
ter Ustinov as Poirot, such 
as “Death on the Nile” and 
“Evil Under the Sun.” 

Fie even counts himself a 
fan of the recent Adam 
Sandler-Jennifer Aniston 
Netflix film “Murder Mys¬ 
tery." 

“I just love the genre," John¬ 
son said in an interview. 
“Even though it’s sort of a 
niche corner of a genre, I 
feel like it’s a genre people 
love disproportionate to 
the amount of stuff that’s 
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out there. Whenever I say ‘I 
just made a whodunit mur¬ 
der mystery,' there’s a little 
glint in people’s eyes.” 
“Knives Out,” which Lion- 
sgate will release Nov. 27, 
faithfully abides many of 
the traditions of the who¬ 
dunit while playfully invert¬ 
ing others. Though saying 
much would spoil the fun, 
the mysteries of “Knives 
Out” hover around issues 
of class disparity and immi¬ 
gration. 

“A lot of Christie’s char¬ 


acters — like the stuffy old 
colonel or the butler or the 
free-thinking young wom¬ 
an who's smoking ciga¬ 
rettes — these are charac¬ 
ters that now we think of 
as entombed in amber as 
if they’re cliches,” Johnson 
said. “But at the time, these 
were caricatures remind¬ 
ing us of types in British so¬ 
ciety. So the idea of using 
that same element of cari¬ 
cature in the framework of 
this very fun mystery with 
a modern American set¬ 
ting, with modern Ameri¬ 
can character types, that 
seemed like fertile ground.” 
Johnson had the idea 
for “Knives Out” about 
10 years ago and initially 
planned it as his follow-up 
to 2012’s “Looper." "Star 
Wars" changed that. John¬ 
son is also developing a 
new trilogy for the expand¬ 
ing franchise. 

“It wasn’t a break in the 
sense of ‘Oh god. I’ve got 
to get out this Star Wars 
machine,”’ said Johnson 
of “Knives Out.” "But there 
was something really nice 
about the contrast of do¬ 
ing a very dialogue-based 
movie. I could hire all these 
fantastic actors and give 
them a lot of words. It's just 
been an essential part of 
‘Star Wars’ to some degree 
you’re always trying to fig¬ 
ure out the simplest way to 
say any thought.”□ 


Charli XCX, pop's avant-garde 
princess, returns 



This cover image released by Atlantic Records shows “Charli,” a 
release by Charli XCX. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Charli XCX, “Charli” (Atlan¬ 
tic Records) 

Charli XCX could easily 
have turned in a safe, hit- 
heavy pop-dance album 
this year. But where’s the 
fun in that? If Jack White is 
the mad scientist of rock, 
Charli XCX is the one for 
pop, a peripatetic mixolo¬ 
gist and collaborator who 
seems happiest pushing 
the boundaries of what a 
three-minute song can do. 
She wonderfully doesn’t 
color within the lines. 

The fascinating 15-track 
“Charli” has the artist look¬ 
ing back with fondness 
(“1999”), peering into the 


future (“2099”) and at her 
intimate present (“Febru¬ 
ary 2017”). It can’t even be 
contained in one language 
— French, Portuguese and 
Korean are heard. 

Reunited with longtime pro¬ 
ducer A.G. Cook, her col¬ 
laborators this time include 
Lizzo, Christine and the 
Cueens, FIAIM, Troye Sivan, 
Brooke Candy, CupcakKe, 
Big Freedia, Sky Ferreira, 
Cairo and Yaeji. Charli 
XCX, born Charlotte Aitchi- 
son, already achieved 
pure pop perfection in the 
past with “Boom Clap” and 
“Fancy” and simply repli¬ 
cating that seems to bore 
her. 

Of course, she does of¬ 


fer some typically addic¬ 
tive pop tracks with “Cross 
You Out” and a subdued 
“Warm." She's even res¬ 
urrected an old song — 
“Track 10” — cleaned it up, 
added the incomparable 
Lizzo and offered it anew 
as “Blame It on Your Love.” 
The standout “1999,” a 
warmly nostalgic, Britney 
Spears-ish look at key pop 
culture icons of the ‘90s, is 
helped plenty by Sivan hys¬ 
terically crushing on Jona¬ 
than Taylor Thomas. 

But the coolest parts of the 
album are when Charli XCX 
goes to the next level, like 
on “Click” and “Shake It,” 
which aren’t really songs 
as much as they are robots 


stuck in a blender and left 
in a monsoon. 

Charli XCX has heard the 
future and has bookended 
her album with it. The first 
song — “Next Level Char¬ 
li” — is either just one long 
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chorus or lacks one, a sig¬ 
nal of what may happen in 
this Spotify era. And the last 
song — “2099,” with Sivan 
again — is a glorious, anar¬ 
chic idea at what pop will 
sound like in 80 years.Q 
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Real spies, not James Bond, take spotlight at new spy museum 



The new International Spy Museum is seen, Tuesday April 30, 2019, in Washington. 
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By DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

James Bond’s shiny silver 
sports car — with its JB007 
rotating license plate — is 
the first thing visitors see 
when they step into the 
new and improved Inter¬ 
national Spy Museum that 
opens Sunday in Washing¬ 
ton. After that, it’s as if the 
history of Hollywood's fa¬ 
mous private eye vanishes 
in invisible ink, while the 
stories of real-life spies and 
modern-day espionage 
take center stage. 

The old, cramped mu¬ 
seum focused on human 
collection of intelligence. 
The new one also offers a 
window into covert opera¬ 
tions, counterterrorism, in¬ 
telligence analysis, cyber 
espionage, intelligence 
failures and even highly 
debated legal and ethical 
issues, such as waterboard¬ 
ing. 

“We're not playing it safe as 
a museum,” Vince Hough¬ 
ton, the museum’s curator 
and historian, said during a 
sneak-peak tour of the $162 
million, nonprofit museum. 
“We don't get money from 
the government. We need 
to maintain our indepen¬ 
dence because there are 
a lot of stories we need to 
tell.” 

Real intelligence officers 
tend to be tight-lipped, but 
at the museum, visitors can 
watch videos starring cur¬ 
rent or former intelligence 
officers talking about their 
jobs. 

The top psychologist at the 
CIA talks about how trust 
and fear affect relation¬ 
ships between intelligence 


assets and their handlers. A 
former deputy CIA director 
discusses how spooks as¬ 
sessed the intelligence that 
led to the raid of a com¬ 
pound where al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Laden 
was killed in 2011 in Paki¬ 
stan. 

Real female spies dispel the 
myth that women rely on 
sex appeal to gather intel¬ 
ligence. 

There’s an exhibit featur¬ 
ing Morten Storm, a Danish 
man turned Islamic radical. 
He later became disen¬ 
chanted with Islam and 
went to work for Danish 
intelligence as a double 
agent, providing informa¬ 
tion about wanted ter¬ 
ror suspects. His life in the 
shadows became public in 
2012. 

“We went to the undis¬ 
closed location where he’s 
hiding from al-Qaida and 


recorded him actually tell¬ 
ing his own story surround¬ 
ed by artifacts from his own 
life,” Houghton said. 

There are stories of decep¬ 
tion and tragedy, intelli¬ 
gence coups and surprises, 
too. 

Everybody knows that 007 
was “Bond. James Bond.” 
Fewer people know that 
America’s first spymas- 
ter was President George 
Washington, a.k.a. Agent 
711. 

Both sides spied during the 
Revolutionary War during 
the 1770s, but at the end, 
the head of British intel¬ 
ligence operations Maj. 
George Beckwith stated: 
“Washington did not beat 
us militarily, he simply out- 
spied us.” 

Washington helped coor¬ 
dinate intelligence opera¬ 
tions during the war and 
the museum has a letter he 
wrote creating the first U.S. 
intelligence agency. 

“It's the Magna Carta for 
American intelligence," 
Houghton said of his fa¬ 
vorite artifact. “It's the 
founding document and 
we have it. It's as cool as it 
gets.” 

The old museum, which 
closed in 2018, had about 
3,000 artifacts and could 
display about 600 of them 
at a time. The new spy mu¬ 
seum has 10,000 artifacts, 
including more than 5,000 
items donated by H. Keith 
Melton, a Florida business¬ 
man who spent years criss¬ 


crossing the globe to find 
and buy them. The roughly 
1,000 spycraft artifacts that 
can be seen when the new 
museum opens include: 

The ice-climbing ax used in 
the bloody assassination of 
Russian revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky. A chunk of Gary 
Powers' U2 spy plane shot 
down over the Soviet Union 
in 1960. The handcuffs used 
to arrest John Anthony 
Walker Jr., a former Navy 
chief warrant officer con¬ 
victed of spying for the 
Soviet Union from 1968 to 
1985. 

A large piece of a tunnel 
that penetrated East Ger¬ 
many so that the U.S. and 
allies could tap Soviet and 
East German communi¬ 
cations. Code-breaking 
equipment. Hidden cam¬ 
eras. A pregnant woman 
disguise. The Amber drone, 
a remotely piloted surveil¬ 


lance aircraft designed by 
an Israeli that is a forerun¬ 
ner to today's Predator, 
which executes airstrikes in 
Afghanistan and other hot¬ 
spots around the globe. 

Not everything is real. Upon 
entry, visitors can opt to get 
a cover identity and mis¬ 
sion along with a badge 
with radio-frequency tech¬ 
nology that will recognize 
them as they walk up to in¬ 
teractive exhibits through¬ 
out the museum. 

Their spy skills are tested 
throughout the tour and at 
the end they can find out 
if they're better suited to 
be an intelligence officer in 
the field, for example, or an 
analyst at CIA headquar¬ 
ters. 

Visitors can create a dis¬ 
guise or climb inside a rep¬ 
lica of a “stress position" 
interrogation box that's too 
narrow to sit down in and 
too low to stand up in. 

They can walk into an ex¬ 
hibit that recreates life un¬ 
der the secret police in 
East Germany before the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989. Without warning, a 
stern-looking Stasi police of¬ 
ficer and police dog — ac¬ 
tually a video behind glass 
— appear to be approach¬ 
ing to ask for papers. 

“If you were interrogated 
harshly by the Stasi, chanc¬ 
es are you would sweat,” 
perhaps on the cushion of 
the chair while being ques¬ 
tioned, Houghton said. 
“They’d cut out a piece 
of the cushion and they’d 
have your scent. 

They put it in a scent jar and 
if they needed to track you 
down, the dogs would be 
able to go and find you.”Q 



An exhibit on torture includes a section on waterboarding in 
the new International Spy Museum, Tuesday April 30, 2019, in 
Washington. 
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A car used in a James Bond movie adorns the lobby of the new 
International Spy Museum, Tuesday April 30,2019, in Washington. 
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